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Exploration and Analysis of the Concept of Informal Education: Its Essence and
Characteristics

Mina Fayazi', Alireza Sadeghzadeh Ghamsari'*, Seyed Mehdi Sajjadi*, Meysam
Sedaghatzadeh:

Abstract

Understanding the essence and nature of informal education is a necessary and undeniable
prerequisite for intervention in informal education, planning, participation, policymaking, and also
for explaining its relation to formal education. Therefore, considering the significance of this
subject, the present study aims to collect the most prominent definitions proposed for the concept
of informal education and its characteristics, and by taking a maximalist approach in analysing
them, pave the way for providing a comprehensive definition of informal education and explaining
its main features. To achieve this objective, the key definitions presented for the term “informal
education” in the literature were gathered and analysed using the method of thematic analysis. The
result of this effort was the organizing the concepts raised in various definitions of informal
education into two categories: essence and characteristics. Based on this twofold classification, a
definition of informal education was proposed that encompasses the shared components of existing
definitions while distinguishing the essential differences, as follows: informal education is a part of
the educational process that takes place lifelong, intentionally, and systematically, across various
contexts outside the formal education system. This form of education is implemented with an
emphasis on meeting diverse individual, local, and societal needs, through the active participation
of both providers and learners in planning, decision-making, and implementation. Informal
education focuses on delivering diverse, skill-based, innovative, flexible, practical, and applicable
learning tailored to the needs and interests of its audience, which includes people of all ages and
from various population groups. It aims not only to meet the needs of society, but also to reduce
social inequalities, support and empower marginalized individuals, and promote continuous
personal development.

Keywords: Essence of Informal Education, Characteristics of Informal Education, Thematic
Analysis, Qualitative Research.
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An Analytical Study of Human Characteristic of Susceptibility, with a
Reflection from Human Agency Approach and Explaining Its Consequences for
Education

Masoud Safaei Moghaddam'
Khosrow Bagheri "

Sayyed Jalal Hashemi *
Habibollah Tabrizi *

Abstract

This study examines human susceptibility with an emphasis on human agency and its implications
for education. An analysis of the concepts of free will, agency, autonomy, and authenticity shows
that free will not only carries moral responsibility, but is also essential for moral value and self-
governance. According to Islamic anthropology and Quranic evidence, human agency plays a
fundamental role in shaping one’s identity and destiny. In contrast, the network perspective sees
humans not as independent agents but as members of an interacting system. However, agency
theory analyzes human behavior in terms of collective and social actions and emphasizes the role
of consciousness and the will in distinguishing them from other beings. This combined perspective
has implications for education, including: ) emphasizing respect for individuality and free will as
the basis for moral education without coercion; Y) fostering independent learning and critical
thinking through active interaction with the environment and information networks; ¥) Cultivating
decision-making and self-regulation skills in the context of social and cultural networks. Finally,
this research suggests that educational systems adopt a comprehensive and dynamic approach to
education by realistically integrating individual agency and network structures.

Keywords: Human susceptibility, human agency, education, free will, educational implications
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An Exploration of Dialectic between **Strong Evaluation™ and **Recognition’ in the Thought
of Charles Taylor and Its Implications for Shaping the Iranian Teacher’s Identity

Mostafa Moradi'

Abstract

Teacher's identity is a complex conceptual combination that has a wide research literature. In this
article, Charles Taylor's conceptualizations in the two ontological and historical dimensions of
identity were considered, and by adopting the two bases of "strong evaluation” and "recognition”,
a dialectic between these two concepts was drawn. On one side of this dialectic, there are the basic
values of the teacher and on the other side, the "significant others" that contain policies, training
and other external frameworks that affect the teacher's identity. This duality forms a synthesis
within the teacher that defines the teacher's identity. It was suggested that it is not possible to obtain
a final and standard synthesis of this dialectic once and for all, and the optimal limit will be different
according to individuals and societies. Among the implications obtained in the strong evaluation
dimension are: "verifying the existence of moral and mental virtues necessary for teaching
candidates" and "verifying the value of the teaching profession for teaching candidates”. As for the
dimension of recognition, the implications include: "recognition of teacher’s agency" and
"recognition of intellectual and cultural pluralism of teachers".

Keywords: ldentity, Recognition, Strong evaluation, Teacher, Charles Taylor
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