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A Comparative Study on the Concept of Other’s Subjectivity from the
Perspective of Lacan and Levinas Focusing on the Educational Implications
Ali Sattari!

Batoul Shahi®
Maryam Esfahani?®

Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the concept of the other’s subjectivity from the perspective
of Lacan and Levinas with emphasis on the moral subject and their educational implications. In
order to achieve this goal, the analytical-comparative method has been used and the results of the
research indicate that in Lacan's belief, the innate human tendency to dialogue and recreation of
discourse forms in linguistic structures, paves the ground for the acceptance of the other. Criticizing
the sameness view in the traditional ethics that emphasizes absolute good and the great other, he
points out the symptom of reduced others in the moral system and mentions the superiority of other-
oriented ethics. Levinas also condemns the reduction of otherness to the "same" matter and in the
priority of ethics over philosophy, he talks of an other-oriented and responsible ethics. Some
implications can be obtained from the other’s subjectivity for the educational system, in the realms
of curriculum, teaching method, and teacher-student relationship. The ideal educational system
from Lacan's point of view, based on the two concepts of the Ego-ideal and the Super- ego, arises
from a social and moral subject according to which moral subjectivity requires interaction and
social action between teachers and students particularly in the realm of curriculum. According to
Levinas, the ideal educational system is achieved in the face-to-face relationship between the
student and the teacher, and having the focus on the otherness of the student, it requires a curriculum
focusing on the marginalized persons. A combination of Lacan's and Levinas's approach in
highlighting the relationship between "I" and "the other" leads to the notion of "moral subjectivity".

Keywords: Subjectivity, Other, Lacan, Levinas, Education
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The Multiple Formations of Religious Education’s Curricula Against Social
Forces in Islamic Schools During the Second Pahlavi Period
Irandokht Fayyaz'

Zahra Minaei?
Narges Sajjadieh®
Mohammad Reza Javadi Yeganeh*

Abstract

This article illustrates how the curricula of religious education were formed vis-a-vis social
forces in the Islamic schools during the second Pahlavi reign. Utilizing historical discourse analysis
and examining four schools as case studies, we argue that these encounters led to four kinds of
knowledge formation: "the generalization of religious knowledge" in the schools of the Islamic
Education Society, "rational verification of religious knowledge" in Alavi School, "scholarly
comparison of religious knowledge" in Kamal School, and "the systematization of religious
knowledge" in the Refah school. The first formation faced the foundations of other rival religious
discourses by emphasizing the Qur'an, the confrontation of jurisprudence against popular religion
and superstitions, and confronting civil laws to eliminate corruption and achieve progress. The
second formation was shaped along with a philosophical approach in encountering with the
principles of Marxism and of Baha'iism, and providing a wise religion for immunity from
corruptive lifestyles and using Islamic ethics against human social laws. The third formation was
shaped by looking for compromise between science and religion versus religious superstitions and
the materialists, a chosen jurisprudence versus the formal jurisprudence, and the confrontation with
the modern state through a militant religion. The final formation was formed by using theology
against other competing discourses, designing efficient social systems versus the modern
government, and self-making for providing a good environment as opposed to isolated individual
life forms. According to the results of each formation, there can be four inspirations as follows:
turning from the internal religious language to the general and extra-religious language, turning
from the affirmative language in Muslim philosophy to the speculative language in general
philosophy, turning from the necessary relationship between science and religion to a possible
relationship, and turning from the absolute inclusion of morality in religion to mutual partial
relationship between them.

Keywords: School of Social Islamic Education, Alavi School, Kamal School, Refah
School, Foucault, Discourse Analysis, Second Pahlavi era
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The Dichotomy of Autonomy and Authenticity in Education;
An Autonomous or Responsible Person?
Jalal Karimian'
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Abstract

Autonomy, a widely recognized ideal in the realm of education, has been subject to diverse
interpretations. In its broadest sense, autonomy pertains to adhering to one's own laws. Imbued with
significance by Kant, the progenitor of this notion within contemporary philosophy, autonomy is
regarded as a descriptor of human volition, crucial for the establishment of an absolute moral code.
This term finds a profound association with modern rationality. In contrast to autonomy,
authenticity emerges as a concept that, while acknowledging human freedom as the aim of
education, directs attention toward the actualization of freedom throughout the educational process
and human development. In the contemporary era, educational conceptions of autonomy have
presented various definitions attempting to elucidate the nexus between rationality and authenticity.
However, the philosophical profundity of authenticity has received limited attention within these
delineations. Within this context, Heidegger's explication of authenticity (or Eigentlichkeit)
possesses the potential to deepen the ideal of autonomy within education. In his ontological
existentialism, Heidegger conceives of authenticity as humanity's capacity to engage in spiritual
contemplation, aligned with a profound understanding of existence as a meaningful totality, while
acknowledging an ongoing connection with truth. Being authentic, therefore, implies openness
toward Being itself and an earnest quest for truth within human life. Authenticity arises from a
departure from the prescribed paths laid by others, leading toward a more fulfilled existence and
facilitating an existential consciousness concerning Being-towards-death. The pursuit of this path
necessitates an acceptance of the inner calling of human conscience, embracing fully one's
ontological responsibility. Hence, authenticity and its concomitant truth-seeking nature become
profoundly intertwined, ultimately serving as a complement to existing definitions of autonomy.
Therefore, as a consequence, authenticity emerges as a foundational principle, serving as a guiding
light that elevates human responsibility to the forefront as the central objective and primary pathway
within the realm of educational pursuits.

Keywords: Autonomy, Authenticity, Being, Existence, ontological Thinking,
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The Place of Sacred Art in Modern Education
Hamid Armani!

Abstract

In an era in which the face of the one-dimensional world is depicted, materialistic attitudes have
been cultivated and have led to the desanctification of the world, also the religion that teaches the
correct way of living has now taken on an unattractive appearance in the conditions of modernity,
traditionalism seeks to show the true face of the world through art and the truths of religion. The
questions of the current research are: While the conditions of the modern society, including
education and art, are influenced by modern values, for what reasons should the thought and
practice of traditionalism be revived? What are the goals, principles and methods of art and
education arising from traditionalism? The research method is practical syllogism based on
inference from the content of traditional sources. Sacred art is considered as one of the principles
of traditionalism, and the following educational goals and methods are derived from it. As for
educational goals, these are the candidates: Resolving internal gaps; providing harmony and balance
of the outside and inside world; restoring the correct functioning of existential dimensions;
cultivating metaphysical ethics; restoring the sense of sanctity of things; transcendence from within;
and peace with oneself. Educational methods suggested consist of: Teaching how to think and, as
a result, change in thinking, speech, and behavior; teaching wisdom; introspection; prayer; using
artistic tools. Some of the outcomes of this view are as follows: freedom from the conflicting
opinions and hopes, disparity of thoughts, and, as a result, the lack of identity; attracting the human
eye to the levels and layers of the beauties; providing a more beautiful interpretation of religion;
expressing and conveying the truth or sacred reflection; calling to unity, the formation of a sacred
character.

Keywords: Traditionalism, Eternal wisdom, Sacred art, Sacred education, Knowledge
and spirituality
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Analysis of the Role of Aesthetic Experience in Children's Education

Fatemeh Benvidi'

Abstract

According to the views of education experts, aesthetic experience and understanding of art is a
vital part of a flourishing life. The main purpose of this research is to investigate the role of aesthetic
experience in children's education. To achieve this goal, the first step is to defend the necessity of
aesthetic education for children based on the analysis of existing philosophical justifications. For
this purpose, the descriptive-analytical research method has been used. Several philosophical
justifications have been proposed for the necessity of aesthetic education, whose critical evaluation
shows that the only answer is based on aesthetic experience, which makes it possible to defend art
based on its distinctive value. Therefore, aesthetic education for children can be taken as justifiable
and necessary independent of art's contribution to expression and its role in moral promotion. This
is because the aesthetic experience and understanding of art is a vital component in flourishing life,
and being exposed to the aesthetic experience opens up ways for human growth that no other type
of experience can do. The findings of this research indicate that even if art education does not lead
to innovation and improved skills that can be measured with quantitative methods, it should have
an important place in schools and curricula. A curriculum without aesthetic training and proper
appreciation for the arts ignores our goal of raising flourishing human beings worthy of meaningful
aesthetic experiences. Also, aesthetic education should not be limited to people and subject-matters,
but should cover the entire curriculum.

Keywords: Aesthetic education, Art education, Aesthetic experience, Flourishing
life,Children
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Critical Discourse Analysis of the Peace in Afghanistan Education
Based on The Constitution of the Islamic Republic Period
Alishah Faegh!

Ramazan Barkhordari ?
Alireza Mahmudnia?®

Abstract

In the current study, the problem of peace in the education of Afghanistan, based on the official
documents of Islamic Republic period has been analyzed. But because the use of language has
different complexities and is related to external areas, this study has used the method of critical
discourse analysis according to Fairclough's approach along with considerations of Laclau and
Mouffe. The main source of this analysis is the document of The Constitution of Afghanistan in the
period of the Islamic Republic. At the same time, other authoritative documents and texts have been
used to develop and deepen the analysis. The result obtained from this analysis shows that the
official documents do not have a single discourse; rather, they contain various discourses without
having a specific central signifier, in the form of a discourse order. The most important discourses

identified in these documents consist of "Islamism", "democracy”, "racism”, and "nationalism",
which are formed around the main signifiers of "Islam", "people"”, "race” and "nation". This
multiplicity of discourses causes the construction of the identity of peace in the documents to be
composed of various signifiers and multiple and incoherent constructs, that cannot be actualized
because of the antagonism involved among these signifiers and constructs, consequently, it does

not fulfill peace education.

Keywords: Peace, Education, Critical discourse, Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,
Islamism, Democracy, Racism, Nationalism
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