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Abstract

The purpose of this study is investigating the effect of the Philosophy for Children
(P4C) program on the quantity and quality of preschool children’s questions. The
researchers aim to determine whether the PAC program can positively influence
children’s questioning skills both quantitatively and qualitatively. Two specific
questions are addressed: Does the P4C program increase the number of questions
posed by preschool children? And does the implementation of the P4C program
improve the level and quality of preschool children’s questions? To conduct this
research, 80 preschool children were selected through available sampling. They
participated in the P4C program across 20 sessions in 7 months. A mixed-method
approach combining quasi-experimental and analytical methods was employed.
Specifically, a one-group pretest-posttest quasi-experimental design was used. A
24-week P4C curriculum was developed, with activities conducted once a week
for one hour. The children’s questioning skills were assessed both before and
after the program, focusing on the quantity and quality of their questions. The
findings revealed that the implementation of the P4C program led to significant
changes in the quantity and quality of the children’s questions. There was a
notable improvement in their questioning skills, characterized by an increase in
higher-level questions (level C, deeper questions) and a decrease in lower-level
questions (levels A and B, more superficial questions). According to the study,
the P4C program effectively enhanced questioning skills among preschool
children, improving the level of their inquiries.
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Extended Abstract

Asking questions is an important characteristic of children. Questioning is a key element
in teaching and learning; a thought process that transforms experience into meaningful
situations. The purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of implementing a
philosophy for children program on improving the quantity and quality of questions asked
by preschool children. The quality of questions is crucial in the questioning process,
because good questions allow children to achieve greater depth of thinking.

In the present study, researchers sought to investigate whether a philosophy for children
program can be quantitatively and qualitatively effective on preschool children's
questioning. To this end, two questions were examined: 1. Does a philosophy for children
program have an effect on increasing the number of questions asked by preschool
children? 2. Does implementing a philosophy for children program have an effect on
improving the quality of questions asked by preschool children?

In this study, two quasi-experimental and analytical methods were used. A single-group
pre-test-post-test quasi-experimental design was used, which is one of the quasi-
experimental designs. For this purpose, a 24-week curriculum "Philosophy for Children"
was prepared. The curriculum activities were implemented once a week for 24 weeks for
one hour.

The statistical population of this study is preschool children, and the sample studied is
children from one of the preschool centers in Kerman city. Out of 7 classes, 4 classes were
selected as a convenience sample and were included in the Philosophy for Children
program. The population of children in the sample group was 80.

The level of children's questioning was examined before and after the program in terms
of the number of questions and the level of questions. In this study, the level and type of
children's questions in the pre-test and post-test were based on Philip Kamm's
classification of questions, which is one of the useful and appropriate classifications for
examining the quality and level of questions. He first classifies questions into two
categories: open and closed, and believes that the first distinction we should make
between questions is between closed and open questions. Closed questions have a specific
and precise answer that is considered correct. Open-ended questions do not have a
specific answer that is considered correct. In the next step, each of these categories is
classified into two other categories; story-based questions and general questions.

The results obtained indicate that the implementation of the "Philosophy for Children"
program has caused a significant change in the type and quality of children's questions
and has had a significant impact on improving the level of children's questioning. The
changes have been observed mainly in the form of an increase in level C questions (deeper
questions) and a decrease in level A and B questions (more superficial questions).
According to the findings of this study, implementing a philosophy program for children
in preschool has been effective in raising children's questioning and has improved the
level of children's questions.
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These results show that after completing this program, children have become more
inclined to ask critical and deeper thinking questions, and as a result, their level of
questioning has improved. The "Philosophy for Children" program has been able to move
children's questions from lower levels (a and b) to higher levels (c and d). In other words,
this program has improved the quality of questions and moved towards deeper and more
conceptual questions
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