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Facilitator or Mediator? Rethinking the Meta-Challenge of Twenty-First-
Century Education and Its Foundational Presuppositions:

Ramazan Barkhordari?

Abstract

In contemporary education, we encounter various challenges that can be
transformed into problems and subsequently addressed through problem-solving
processes. In contrast, there are challenges that more fundamentally shape the
actions and dispositions of teachers and students. Amid these concerns, a central
pedagogical question that arises in the present era is whether, within the triangle
of student, teacher, and subject matter, the teacher ought to assume the role of a
facilitator or a mediator. Each of these concepts carries its own underlying
assumptions and presents distinct possibilities and limitations. For instance, the
discourse of facilitation—Ilargely inspired by the intellectual tradition of
pragmatism—has become dominant in educational movements as the
superstructure of a broader pedagogical paradigm. By contrast, the formation of
the concept of mediation, with reference to the importance of culture, rests on a
fundamental presupposition about human perfection and perfectibility,
emphasizing the need to learn from humanity's finest achievements. A range of
thinkers identified as philosophers of culture may be regarded as intellectual
predecessors of this perspective. Within the presupposition of mediation—and
the teacher as mediator—a form of continuity in individual experience, as well as
a connection to a shared cultural heritage, is assumed. The present article seeks
to examine the foundational elements of these two approaches, analyze the
seemingly contradictory aspects of their coexistence, and explore how they might
be coherently arranged in relation to educational aims.
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Extended Abstract

In today’s educational debates, two images of the teacher constantly compete
with one another: the teacher as a “facilitator”, whose task is supposedly limited
to providing a space for dialogue, experience, and student self-expression; and
the teacher as a “mediator”, who carries and transmits humanity’s scientific,
moral, and cultural heritage. This tension is usually discussed at the level of
educational psychology or teaching methods; however, the issue has deeper
philosophical layers that can be explored within the field of philosophy of
education.

The central question of this article is whether the teacher should serve as a
facilitator of learning or as a mediator between the student and humanity’s
cognitive-cultural heritage. In recent decades, the discourse of facilitation has
gained a central role in educational orientations such as Philosophy for Children
(P4C), constructivism, and cooperative learning, opening a space for debate
among educational thinkers and practitioners.

Nevertheless, another group of thinkers—within a tradition that this article
refers to as the “fradition of mediation ”—emphasizes the importance of cultural
heritage, structured knowledge, and the historical continuity of the individual.
Matthew Arnold considered education to be the transmission of “the best that has
been thought and said.” If we compare Arnold’s view with the German Bildung
approach, clear similarities emerge: in both frameworks, education is something
more than the child’s spontaneous development, and its starting point is not
individual psychology but a historical-cultural horizon. Yet the German account
(in Horlacher’s interpretation) appears more structured and philosophical than
Arnold’s, since it interprets Bildung as a foundational concept in cultural
anthropology rather than merely a cultural recommendation for schools.

In contrast, John Dewey, within the horizon of American pragmatism,
conceives education as a social-experiential process in which children learn
through participation in activities, problem-solving, and interaction with their
environment. He insists that learning should not be reduced to rote memorization
and that it must be connected to the learner’s lived experience. For Dewey, within
the pragmatist framework, culture is the product of human interaction with the
social environment, and education is the transmission of social experience
through which society is sustained. Culture, in Dewey’s view, is not a static
collection of inherited artifacts, but a dynamic and continuously reconstructed
process. Society reproduces itself through communication and shared experience.

In this article, attention is given to one of the focal points from which a form
of facilitation arises in pragmatism and a form of mediation emerges in the
Bildung tradition. Autonomy is selected as a shared point of concern in both
approaches in order to compare their potential convergences and divergences.
Based on what has been discussed, we witness two different approaches to the
problem of education; however, if we consider an overarching horizon that seeks
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a coherent educational purpose, a different formulation of the relationship
between these two approaches becomes necessary.

If we return to the concept of Bildung and to Horlacher’s interpretation of the
“educated subject,” we can argue that resolving the conflict between “facilitator
or mediator” requires a reformulation. One way to reformulate the relationship
between these two approaches is through the lens of educational aims and
purposes. Within the broader framework of educational activity, various activities
can be classified according to whether they function as means or as ends. It is
evident that in such a classification, not all educational activities are equal,
depending on the perspectives they realize, they may function instrumentally or
teleologically.

If we accept that autonomy—within which a form of creativity is also
embedded—is a fundamental educational aim within the human tradition, then a
certain dependence and recognizability becomes possible. In this case, the
educated subject is neither merely the product of one-way transmission of
knowledge nor the result of the facilitation of pure individual experience. If
experience is limited to solving immediate problems, the cultural and historical
dimensions of Bildung may be marginalized. Bildung emphasizes that education
must confront the learner with cultural heritage—not simply for its preservation,
but so that the learner can reinterpret it in light of their own time.
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Abstract

This article offers a philosophical rethinking of what it means to listen to the
child, not as a communicative skill or an instrumental strategy for facilitating
learning, but as an ethical encounter with the Other. The point of departure is the
assumption that, within many educational relationships, listening is already
constrained by adult expectations, intentions, and pedagogical aims. As a result,
the child’s voice is often interpreted, regulated, or appropriated before it is
genuinely heard. Adopting a conceptual—analytical approach and drawing on a
Levinasian understanding of ethics, the article reconceives listening as an act that
does not originate in the adult’s pedagogical will, but in the call of the Other—a
call that places the teacher or parent in a position of ethical responsibility. From
this perspective, listening to the child is understood as a response to presence and
voice, rather than as a technique of guidance, control, or interpretation. The article
argues that when listening is approached as ethical responsiveness, it neither
implies the erasure of the adult subject nor leads to an idealization of absolute
child autonomy. Instead, it opens a space of ethical openness in which the
educational subject withdraws from positions of dominance, pre-judgment, and
mastery. Rather than proposing practical prescriptions or adding to a repertoire
of communicative competencies, this study seeks to cultivate a philosophical
sensitivity toward the child—one that may be described as an attempt to listen to
each child as if they were the only child in the world. Although such an orientation
may initially appear merely inspirational, it holds the potential to prompt deeper
reflection on educational ethics, the language of curriculum, and the meaning of
shared existence within educational life.
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Extended Abstract

In contemporary education, listening to children is often understood as a communicative
skill, a tool for participation, or a means to enhance learning. Such approaches limit the
child’s voice within pre-defined objectives and expectations, failing to recognize the
child’s independent and ethical presence. This paper, drawing on a conceptual-analytical
method and the philosophical framework of Emmanuel Levinas, interprets listening to
the child not merely as a skill or tool, but as a fundamental ethical event in the encounter
with the Other—an event that places the adult in the position of responsibility prior to any
educational goal.

The theoretical and conceptual framework of this study rests on the foundational
concepts of “Other,” “face,” “language,” and “ethical responsibility.” The Other, as a
distinct and non-reducible being, calls the subject to asymmetric responsibility,
establishing an ethical relationship not based on reciprocity but on the one-sided
obligation to respond. From this perspective, listening to the child suspends interpretive
dominance, preconceptions, and the haste of action, enabling the adult to engage in an
ethical experience of the Other.

The dimensions of ethical listening are analyzed in four interrelated axes. First, the
child’s face, as the manifestation of their independent and living presence, activates the
adult’s capacity for ethical responsibility. Second, language and dialogue provide the
medium through which an ethical relationship emerges, emphasizing that listening is not
only about understanding speech but about acknowledging the Other’s presence and
creating conditions for ethical experience. Third, responsible listening entails the adult’s
responsiveness in relation to the Other, a responsiveness that arises prior to any judgment,
interpretation, or control. Fourth, Levinas’ notion of substitution guides the ethical
orientation of the adult toward the Other; in this movement, the adult’s freedom is realized
not as absolute autonomy but through ethical responsiveness.

The innovation of this study lies in its re-conceptualization of listening to children not
as an educational skill or tool, but as a pre-method ethical situation. Unlike studies that
limit listening to communicative competence, child participation, or improving
educational interactions, this research demonstrates that listening, before any objective or
instrumental function, is the temporary suspension of adult interpretive and managerial
authority and the acceptance of responsibility arising from the child’s presence and voice.
Accordingly, listening does not primarily produce meaning or enhance performance, but
creates the conditions for a deep ethical reflection on the adult-child relationship and the
shared existence within the educational setting.

The implications of this ethical rethinking can be distinguished across several levels:

At the level of educational problem framing, listening to the child functions as the
creation of an ethical problem itself, transforming education into a field of moral
reflection rather than a site for pre-defined solutions.

At the level of temporal organization of educational action, ethical listening introduces
delay and suspension, allowing responses to emerge in relation to the Other, rather than
being pre-programmed or efficiency-driven.
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At the level of understanding the child’s voice, this perspective encompasses
recognition of silence as well as speech, enabling ethical encounters even in the absence
of explicit verbal expression.

At the level of adult responsibility, educational obligation is understood as openness
to the unpredictable aspects of the child, acceptance of incompleteness, and respect for
difference, rather than control or direction of the child’s developmental path.

Ultimately, this study shows that rethinking the meaning of listening is a prerequisite
for cultivating philosophical and ethical sensitivity in educational interactions; a
sensitivity that positions teachers and parents in a transformative ethical engagement,
enabling education “in a different way,” where the child is not merely the subject of
instruction, but the Other whose voice calls us to ethical responsibility.
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Abstract

The present study aims to analyze the concept of “good listening” in character
education and to offer a practical framework for making understanding visible in
classroom dialogue. Drawing on teachings of the Qur’an and Nahj al-Balagha
concerning responsibility in listening, choosing the best speech, and refraining
from following what one does not know, this paper seeks to present good
listening, or understanding-oriented listening, not merely as a communication
skill but as an ethical and intellectual action grounded in phronesis (practical
wisdom). The main problem is that in talk-centered classrooms, participation is
often measured by the amount of speaking; as a result, the “speaking self” is
foregrounded and the “listening self” is marginalized. In such contexts, outward
signs of attention may replace understanding, and “pretending to listen” may
emerge. The study adopts a qualitative philosophical-analytical approach and
proceeds through deductive argumentation. Drawing on character education and
the three-stage model of Caught, Taught, and Sought (CTS), it explains good
listening in relation to moral, intellectual, civic, and performance virtues. To
distinguish good listening from pretending to listen, three minimal indicators are
proposed: a brief meaningful pause, restatement of understanding, and a
clarifying question. The evaluation of this action is formative and qualitative-
descriptive, relying on evidence of understanding, review of dialogue quality, and
students’ self-reflection. The study shows that good listening can contribute to
authentic dialogue, responsible interaction, and virtuous action in the classroom.
Keywords: good Listening; character education; virtuous action; shared
understanding; authentic dialogue.
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Extended Abstract

Drawing on Imam Ali’s saying, “May God bless whoever listens to a word of wisdom
and retains it,” and informed by the Qur’anic connection between selective listening,
“those who listen to speech and follow the best of it” (Qur’an 39:18), and the
accountability of perception,“the hearing, the sight, and the heart, each will be
questioned” (Qur’an 17:36), this study conceptualizes istima‘-e tafahhumi, or
understanding-oriented and ethically accountable listening, within the framework of
character education. From this perspective, listening is not a merely technical
communicative skill, but a virtue-based educational practice in which attention is
intentionally regulated, meaning is responsibly interpreted, and responses are ethically
accountable.

Situated within Aristotelian virtue ethics, the study understands good listening as a
practice shaped by character, practical wisdom (phronesis), and the moral purposes of
education. Good listening, therefore, cannot be reduced to a fixed checklist of external
behaviors. It must be discerned in relation to the concrete educational and relational
situation in which listening occurs. Phronesis plays a guiding role by enabling the listener
to determine when to pause, how to respond, whether to ask a question, and how far
listening should continue in a given context. Thus, listening should not be evaluated by
outward signs alone, but through the quality of understanding, judgment, and
responsibility shown in classroom interaction.

The study addresses a recurring tendency in talk-centered classrooms, where
participation is often implicitly equated with the frequency of speaking. When speaking
becomes the main indicator of engagement, teachers may infer understanding from
surface cues such as eye contact, nodding, or silence. In such conditions, compliance may
slide into pretending to listen, where outward displays of attentiveness substitute for
genuine comprehension. Following Burbules and Rice (2010), this dynamic reveals the
tension between merely appearing attentive and engaging in genuinely virtuous listening.

In response, this study proposes a normative-operational framework aligned with the
Caught—Taught—Sought (CTS) model of character education. This model integrates role
modeling, explicit instruction, and guided practice. In the Caught dimension, students
encounter good listening through the teacher’s conduct, the ethos of the classroom, and
the experience of being heard. In the Taught dimension, good listening is named,
explained, and practiced through classroom dialogue, reflective learning, group work, and
moral cases. In the Sought dimension, students are gradually invited to use good listening
in situations of ambiguity, disagreement, and misunderstanding, so that it may become
part of their dialogical character.

The framework situates good listening across four building blocks of character:
moral, intellectual, civic, and performance virtues (Arthur & Kristjansson, 2022).
Morally, good listening involves respect, fairness, and avoidance of humiliation or quick
judgment. Intellectually, it requires attention, reflection, inquiry, and the assessment of
reasons. Civically, it supports responsible dialogue, participation, and living with
difference. As a performance virtue, it requires self-control, attentional regulation, and
the management of immediate reactions. Within this framework, three minimal and
observable indicators of shared understanding are proposed: a short meaningful pause,
restatement of understanding, and a clarifying question oriented toward shared



understanding rather than disputation. These indicators help reduce communicative
ambiguity, distinguish genuine understanding from pretending to listen, and sustain
responsible classroom dialogue.

Methodologically, the study employs a qualitative, philosophical-analytical
approach and develops its argument through a deductive mode of reasoning. It begins
with normative premises concerning responsible, understanding-oriented listening and
derives their pedagogical implications for classroom interaction. Accordingly, evaluation
is redirected from surface displays of attentiveness toward interactional evidence of
shared understanding. It is not conceived as a quantitative measurement of students’
character or as a tool for assigning character grades, but as formative, qualitative, and
descriptive. Such evaluation relies on evidence such as pausing before responding,
restating another’s meaning fairly, asking clarifying questions, revising one’s
understanding, participating responsibly in dialogue, and engaging in brief self-reflection.

The dual purpose of this study is therefore twofold: first, to conceptualize istima -e
tafahhumi, or good listening, as a virtuous and character-shaping practice; and second, to
provide an actionable framework for making understanding visible in classroom dialogue
through three minimal indicators operationalized within the (CTS) model. By bridging
the gap between the internal virtue of listening and its observable classroom practice, the
proposed framework offers a pathway for transforming the classroom from a space of
performative attentiveness into a community of authentic, accountable, and
understanding-oriented dialogue.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is investigating the effect of the Philosophy for Children
(P4C) program on the quantity and quality of preschool children’s questions. The
researchers aim to determine whether the PAC program can positively influence
children’s questioning skills both quantitatively and qualitatively. Two specific
questions are addressed: Does the P4C program increase the number of questions
posed by preschool children? And does the implementation of the P4C program
improve the level and quality of preschool children’s questions? To conduct this
research, 80 preschool children were selected through available sampling. They
participated in the P4C program across 20 sessions in 7 months. A mixed-method
approach combining quasi-experimental and analytical methods was employed.
Specifically, a one-group pretest-posttest quasi-experimental design was used. A
24-week P4C curriculum was developed, with activities conducted once a week
for one hour. The children’s questioning skills were assessed both before and
after the program, focusing on the quantity and quality of their questions. The
findings revealed that the implementation of the P4C program led to significant
changes in the quantity and quality of the children’s questions. There was a
notable improvement in their questioning skills, characterized by an increase in
higher-level questions (level C, deeper questions) and a decrease in lower-level
questions (levels A and B, more superficial questions). According to the study,
the P4C program effectively enhanced questioning skills among preschool
children, improving the level of their inquiries.

Keywords: Questioning, Philosophy for Children (P4C), Questioning Levels,
Preschool Education, Questioning Skill
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Extended Abstract

Asking questions is an important characteristic of children. Questioning is a key element
in teaching and learning; a thought process that transforms experience into meaningful
situations. The purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of implementing a
philosophy for children program on improving the quantity and quality of questions asked
by preschool children. The quality of questions is crucial in the questioning process,
because good questions allow children to achieve greater depth of thinking.

In the present study, researchers sought to investigate whether a philosophy for children
program can be quantitatively and qualitatively effective on preschool children's
questioning. To this end, two questions were examined: 1. Does a philosophy for children
program have an effect on increasing the number of questions asked by preschool
children? 2. Does implementing a philosophy for children program have an effect on
improving the quality of questions asked by preschool children?

In this study, two quasi-experimental and analytical methods were used. A single-group
pre-test-post-test quasi-experimental design was used, which is one of the quasi-
experimental designs. For this purpose, a 24-week curriculum "Philosophy for Children"
was prepared. The curriculum activities were implemented once a week for 24 weeks for
one hour.

The statistical population of this study is preschool children, and the sample studied is
children from one of the preschool centers in Kerman city. Out of 7 classes, 4 classes were
selected as a convenience sample and were included in the Philosophy for Children
program. The population of children in the sample group was 80.

The level of children's questioning was examined before and after the program in terms
of the number of questions and the level of questions. In this study, the level and type of
children's questions in the pre-test and post-test were based on Philip Kamm's
classification of questions, which is one of the useful and appropriate classifications for
examining the quality and level of questions. He first classifies questions into two
categories: open and closed, and believes that the first distinction we should make
between questions is between closed and open questions. Closed questions have a specific
and precise answer that is considered correct. Open-ended questions do not have a
specific answer that is considered correct. In the next step, each of these categories is
classified into two other categories; story-based questions and general questions.

The results obtained indicate that the implementation of the "Philosophy for Children"
program has caused a significant change in the type and quality of children's questions
and has had a significant impact on improving the level of children's questioning. The
changes have been observed mainly in the form of an increase in level C questions (deeper
questions) and a decrease in level A and B questions (more superficial questions).
According to the findings of this study, implementing a philosophy program for children
in preschool has been effective in raising children's questioning and has improved the
level of children's questions.
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These results show that after completing this program, children have become more
inclined to ask critical and deeper thinking questions, and as a result, their level of
questioning has improved. The "Philosophy for Children" program has been able to move
children's questions from lower levels (a and b) to higher levels (c and d). In other words,
this program has improved the quality of questions and moved towards deeper and more
conceptual questions
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Abstract

The present study, adopting an analytical-conceptual approach, examines the
semantic challenges and conceptual coherence of teaching philosophy to
children. The main focus is on Matthew Lipman's program (P4C) and the
contradictions between its name, its stated objectives, and its actual processes.
The article seeks to answer the question of whether the activities conducted
within this program can be considered "philosophy" in its true sense, and to what
extent the phrase "teaching philosophy to children" indicates the nature of this
program. The research method is conceptual analysis, in which the author,
through criticizing and comparing the viewpoints of philosophers such as
Lipman, Brenifier, and Kitchener, as well as psychologists such as Guilford and
Torrance, provides a more precise explanation of the key concepts of
"philosophy," "critical thinking," "creative thinking," and "caring thinking." This
analysis is conducted with the aim of clarifying the procedural and consequential
dimensions of philosophy and aligning them with the content of implemented
programs. The research findings indicate that defining philosophy as a "process
of inquiry" along with "its results" constitutes the main challenge facing
philosophy for children programs. Accordingly, although Lipman's program
includes the essential tools for cultivating philosophical thinking (such as critical
thinking, creative thinking, and reasoning skills), the "community of inquiry"”
activities within it do not necessarily lead to the production of well-reasoned
philosophical theories concerning abstract and general issues. Furthermore,
"caring thinking" functions more as a motivational prerequisite for entering
discussions rather than as a third type of thinking alongside critical and creative
thinking.

Keywords: Philosophy for Children, Philosophical Thinking, Creative Thinking,
Critical Thinking, Community of Inquiry
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

The "Philosophy for Children" (P4C) program, initiated by Matthew Lipman in 1970, has
gained widespread international recognition and is now implemented in over one hundred
countries, including Iran. Despite its popularity, the program faces significant conceptual
challenges. The central question this article addresses is: To what extent does the phrase
"teaching philosophy to children" accurately reflect the actual nature and outcomes
of the P4C program? The research is motivated by the observation that there exists a
fundamental dissonance between the program's nomenclature, its stated objectives, and
its practical implementation. This conceptual ambiguity is particularly evident in Iran,
where multiple localized adaptations—ranging from translation-based models to
religious-native and classical literature approaches—have further complicated the
theoretical landscape. The article aims to clarify the epistemological and pedagogical
boundaries of P4C by critically examining its core concepts: philosophy, education,
critical thinking, creative thinking, and caring thinking.

2. Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative, conceptual-analytical, and critical approach. Data
were collected through a systematic library-based review and qualitative content
analysis of primary and secondary sources. These include the foundational works of
Matthew Lipman, John Dewey, and Lev Vygotsky, as well as critical writings by scholars
such as Oscar Brenifier, Richard Kitchener, Robert Fisher, and Iranian researchers like
Khosrow Bagheri and Saeced Naji. The analytical process involved three stages: (a)
extracting key concepts from the source texts, (b) comparing and critically examining
various definitions, and (c) synthesizing these analyses to evaluate the alignment between
the P4C program's goals and established philosophical criteria. Through logical and
inferential reasoning, the study arrives at its central conclusion regarding the need to
reframe the program's identity.

3. Main Discussion

The article's core argument is structured around two interconnected themes: the
conceptual challenge of defining "philosophy" and the inadequacy of Lipman's tripartite
model of thinking.

3.1. The Conceptual Challenge of Defining "Philosophy"

The most significant challenge lies in the definition of philosophy itself. By comparing
the definitions of Richard Kitchener (1990), a critic of P4C, and Oscar Brenifier (2012),
a supporter, the article demonstrates that both implicitly require philosophy to be a dual
entity: a process of inquiry and its product or results. Kitchener defines philosophy as
a way of life involving engagement with great philosophical ideas and the formulation of
reasoned conclusions. Brenifier defines it as a discipline of concepts aimed at providing
"final explanations." However, Lipman explicitly states that the goal of P4C is to "activate
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the child's mind," not to provide final answers. This creates a critical gap: if philosophy
is defined by its dual nature (process + product), then activities focusing solely on process
cannot legitimately be called "philosophy." Furthermore, philosophical problems are
inherently abstract, general, and non-empirical, whereas topics discussed in P4C
communities of inquiry are often concrete and context-bound. This mismatch undermines
the program's claim to be genuinely philosophical.

3.2. The Inadequacy of Lipman's Tripartite Model

The article then critically examines Lipman's three types of thinking. Critical thinking,
while essential for philosophical inquiry, is not synonymous with philosophys; it lacks key
elements such as conceptualization, formal logic, and engagement with philosophical
tradition. Creative thinking, defined as the generation of novel and flexible ideas, is also
necessary but insufficient for constituting philosophy. The most severe critique is
reserved for caring thinking. The article argues that Lipman fails to provide a substantive
cognitive definition of caring thinking, reducing it instead to a mere motivational
prerequisite—a tool to generate interest through fictional stories and relatable characters.
As Khosrow Bagheri (2011) notes, Lipman has instrumentalized "care," which should be
an intrinsic ethical and epistemological virtue of philosophical inquiry, reducing it to a
psychological strategy. This theoretical weakness reveals that caring thinking is not a
distinct type of thinking at all, but rather a pedagogical device.

The synthesis of these analyses leads to a critical conclusion: while the P4C program
incorporates many essential tools of philosophical inquiry—=critical reasoning, creativity,
and elements of formal logic—the actual activities of the community of inquiry do not
amount to doing philosophy. The program does not engage children with the great ideas
of philosophical tradition, nor does it require them to produce systematic, generalizable
theories. The goal is process-oriented: to teach children how to reason and discuss.
However, this focus on process alone fails to meet the established criteria for
philosophical activity as defined by both critics and supporters of the program.

4. Conclusion

The article concludes that the phrase "teaching philosophy to children" is fundamentally
misleading. It creates unrealistic expectations and does not accurately reflect the
program's true nature and outcomes. The activities of the community of inquiry are best
understood as a preparatory exercise that equips children with the essential skills and
dispositions—critical thinking, creative problem-solving, and argumentation—necessary
for future engagement with genuine philosophical research.
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Reconsidering Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) through Bernard
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Abstract

The sharp increase in diagnoses of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD) over recent decades raises a fundamental question: should attention
deficit be understood primarily as an individual neurological condition, or does it
reflect a deeper crisis in the relationship between human beings and the
technological environment of digital modernity? Drawing on the philosophy of
Bernard Stiegler, this article argues for the latter interpretation. Stiegler conceives
technology not as a neutral instrument but as an inherently pharmacological
phenomenon—simultaneously therapeutic and toxic, capable of both cultivating
and undermining human cognitive capacities. From this perspective, attention
deficit is better understood as a historically situated condition produced by the
socio-technical organization of digital capitalism than as a purely individual
pathology. The article argues that contemporary digital capitalism has intensified
the toxic dimension of technology through algorithmically driven systems
designed to capture and monetize human attention. By transforming attention into
an economic resource, these systems disrupt the intergenerational transmission of
culture, erode the capacities for sustained, reflective, and critical thought, and
weaken the conditions necessary for the formation of autonomous subjectivity.
Consequently, what is commonly diagnosed as "attention deficit" should be
interpreted not merely as an individual cognitive disorder but as a symptom of
the systematic degradation of cognitive, cultural, and educational capacities
within the contemporary attention economy. Rather than limiting itself to
diagnosing this crisis, the article advances a constructive educational response
grounded in Stiegler's philosophy. It argues that restoring human capacities for
attention requires the redesign of educational institutions, the cultivation of
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technologies that support rather than exploit attentive practices, and the
reorientation of digital technologies toward the production of shared horizons of
meaning and collective responsibility. Such an approach, the article contends,
offers a promising framework for rethinking education in the digital age and for
recovering the conditions necessary for human flourishing.

Keywords: Bernard Stiegler, attention, pharmakon, digital capitalism, cognitive
proletarianization, education



Extended abstract

Introduction

The sharp rise in ADHD diagnoses raises a fundamental question: is attention deficit
merely an individual neurological disorder, or does it reflect a deeper crisis in humanity's
relationship with digital technology? This article argues for the latter interpretation
through Bernard Stiegler's philosophy, contending that ADHD is better understood as a
symptom of digital capitalism's systematic exploitation of human attention rather than a
purely individual pathology.

Research Methodology

This qualitative study employs conceptual analysis and educational implication
derivation within the philosophy of education framework. The research examines
Stiegler's key concepts—pharmakon, attention, grammatization, transindividuation,
individuation, and proletarianization—through close reading of his major works, then
derives pedagogical strategies for countering attention destruction.

Main Discussion

Stiegler reconceptualizes attention as a techno-phenomenal construct rather than an innate
capacity. Drawing on Husserl's phenomenology of time-consciousness, he demonstrates
that consciousness's temporal structure is constitutively shaped by "tertiary memory"—
material inscriptions of human experience in technical artifacts. Humans are
fundamentally "default" creatures whose incompleteness necessitates technical
supplements. For education, this means every pedagogical technique constitutes an
"attentional form" through which students learn not only what to attend to but how to
attend.

Technology functions as a pharmakon—simultaneously poison and remedy.
Technologies can either cultivate cognitive capacities (as nootechnics) or control the spirit
for commercial purposes (as psychotechnics). In digital capitalism, the toxic dimension
has been activated through algorithmic systems designed to capture and monetize
attention, transforming libido from a symbolic resource into surplus value. This fragments
collective memory by replacing "long circuits" (intergenerational transmission) with
"short circuits" (immediate social media exchanges), producing systematic
disindividuation.

Stiegler positions attention as foundational to individuation—the process through which
individuals achieve identity through connection to collective memory. Transindividuation
occurs when individual experiences become exteriorized through techniques of
attention—Ilanguage, writing, art—and transformed into intergenerational knowledge.
The school is crucial for facilitating this process through techniques of reading, writing,
and reasoning.

The contemporary crisis stems from the third wave of grammatization (digitalization),
which destroys theoretical knowledge through automation of decision-making, judgment,
and imagination. This produces "hyperattention"—rapid task oscillation seeking higher
stimulation—which is not merely a cognitive style but a neurological adaptation to digital
environments. The result is generalized proletarianization: individuals lose practical skills
(savoir-faire), ethical wisdom (savoir-vivre), and theoretical capacity (savoir-théorique).



Schools transform into skill-producing factories, students pursue marketable skills rather
than ideals, and knowledge becomes salable data.

Findings and Educational Implications

The epidemic of attention disorders represents a systematic symptom of digital
capitalism's political economy. Two strategic responses emerge:

First, reconstruct institutions of care—family, school, religious institutions—whose
primary function is intergenerational transmission. These institutions are damaged by
digitalization, commercialization, and privatization. Their technical foundations—
writing and reading—must be strengthened, not replaced by smart devices. New care
institutions should be created to produce shared knowledge, strengthen collective
memory, and rebuild capacities for attention and reflection.

Second, reorient psychotechnics toward nootechnics through regulatory frameworks
mandating algorithmic transparency, prohibiting addictive design patterns, supporting
open-source technologies, and establishing age-appropriate social media restrictions.
Nootechnics cultivate cognitive capacities rather than automate judgment; they enable
active participation in knowledge production rather than chaining users to consumption
cycles.

Conclusion

Schools transformed into skill-producing factories become instruments of cognitive
proletarianization. The educational response requires redefining knowledge as a common
good—yvalued not for market sale but for individuation and care for the world. Education's
future lies not in adapting to cognitive capitalism but in cultivating attentional capacities
necessary for autonomous subjects capable of critical thought, ethical responsibility, and
collective meaning-making—precisely the capacities systematically destroyed by the
contemporary attention economy.
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Abstract

The relationship between the political system and the school education system is
one of the fundamental issues in the philosophy of education that has increased
in recent decades, along with the global spread and influence of neoliberalism. In
the meantime, Hayek's ideas, due to their roots in epistemological,
anthropological, political and economic philosophy, have played an important
role in redefining the state, the market and education. However, his independent
works in the field of education have been less systematically examined.
Therefore, the aim of the present study was to explain the relationship between
the political system and the school education system from the perspective of
neoliberalism using educational ideas and analyzing its consequences, which was
done with conceptual understanding and philosophical inference. The research
information sources included Hayek's original works as well as analytical and
critical sources related to neoliberalism, philosophy of education, educational
policy-making and political economy, which were selected as samples by
purposive sampling from 6 Hayek's sources, 4 sources from commentators and 6
sources of critics. Data were collected through documentary study, systematic
note-taking, and source analysis and analyzed based on criteria of scientific
validity, relevance to the research problem, and capacity to infer educational
implications. The findings showed that Hayek's thought, emphasizing the
limitation of human rationality, spontaneous order and limited government, leads
to the strengthening of market mechanisms, competition, freedom of choice and
reducing government intervention in the organization of education. As a result,
the school is shifting from a public and state-oriented institution to a competitive
and choice-oriented institution. A critical evaluation of these implications also
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showed that this approach, along with potentials such as decentralization and
increased institutional diversity, is accompanied by challenges such as
commodification of education, weakening of educational justice, reduction of
government responsibility, and widening educational inequalities. Therefore,
utilizing the potential of this approach requires striking a balance between
freedom, efficiency, educational justice, and public responsibility of the
government.

Keywords: Friedrich August von Hayek, Neoliberalism, Minimal State, Market-Oriented
Schooling, Critical Analysis, Political System, School Education
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Extended abstract

Introduction and Purpose: The relationship between the political system and the school
education system is a fundamental issue in the philosophy of education, as a society’s
conception of the state, freedom, the individual, justice, social order, and the common
good directly or indirectly shapes the aims, structure, and functions of educational
institutions. In recent decades, this relationship has entered a new phase alongside the
global expansion of neoliberalism and its growing influence on public policy. Within this
context, the thought of Friedrich August von Hayek occupies a distinctive position
because of its coherent epistemological, anthropological, political-philosophical, and
economic foundations. However, Hayek did not produce a systematic work devoted
specifically to education. Therefore, the educational implications of his thought cannot
be reconstructed merely by identifying explicit statements about education. The central
problem addressed in this study is how Hayek’s theoretical foundations shape the
relationship among the state, the market, and school education, and what consequences
this relationship entails for the aims, structure, and functions of schooling. Accordingly,
the purpose of this study was to explain the relationship between the political system and
the school education system from a neoliberal perspective, with particular emphasis on
Hayek’s thought, and to critically analyze its educational implications.

Method: This theoretical-philosophical study was conducted within the field of
philosophy of education using conceptual analysis and philosophical inference. Since
Hayek did not develop an independent theory of education, the study was designed as an
inferential inquiry in the philosophy of education, whereby educational implications were
derived through the logical reconstruction and analysis of the foundations of his
intellectual system. The information sources consisted of two main categories: first,
Hayek’s primary works on epistemology, political philosophy, social order, economics,
and liberty; and second, analytical and critical sources addressing Hayek’s thought,
neoliberalism, philosophy of education, educational policy, and the political economy of
education. Through purposive sampling and based on criteria including direct relevance
to Hayek’s thought, relevance to its theoretical foundations, scholarly credibility,
usefulness for deriving educational implications, and capacity for critical analysis, six
primary works by Hayek, four interpretive sources, and six critical sources were selected
as the core analytical sources. Data were collected through documentary study and
systematic note-taking and were analyzed through a multistage process involving the
identification of fundamental concepts, conceptual analysis, reconstruction of Hayek’s
internal theoretical framework, reconstruction of the relationship among the state, the
market, and schooling, inference of educational implications, and critical evaluation. To
enhance the credibility of the analysis, the findings derived from Hayek’s primary works
were compared with interpretive scholarship and examined in light of contemporary
literature in the philosophy of education.

Findings: The findings were organized around three main dimensions. First, analysis of
Hayek’s intellectual foundations showed that the limits of human knowledge, the
dispersion of knowledge, his critique of constructivist rationalism, and the theory of
spontaneous order constitute the epistemological and social core of his thought. From



Hayek’s perspective, the complexity of social order and the dispersion of knowledge
among individuals constrain the capacity of any centralized authority to design and
comprehensively direct social institutions. At the level of political philosophy, these
premises lead to an emphasis on individual liberty, the rule of law, limited government,
and constraints on centralized planning; at the economic level, they support market
mechanisms, competition, and decentralized processes of social coordination.
Accordingly, the reduction of centralization and the expansion of choice and institutional
diversity can be regarded as important educational possibilities that may be inferred from
Hayek’s thought.

Second, the findings indicated that transferring these premises to the field of education
transforms the relationship among the state, the market, and schooling. Within this
framework, the state moves away from directly administering all dimensions of education
and toward a regulatory role centered on establishing and safeguarding general rules. At
the same time, mechanisms such as freedom of choice, competition among providers,
institutional autonomy, organizational diversity, and non-governmental participation
acquire greater significance. Consequently, schools tend to move from predominantly
state-centered institutions toward institutions characterized by greater autonomy, choice,
and competition. Nevertheless, this implication does not entail the complete withdrawal
of the state from education, since even within a Hayekian framework, general rules, the
rule of law, and certain public responsibilities remain necessary for maintaining social
order.

Third, the critical evaluation of these implications revealed that an emphasis on
decentralization, freedom of choice, and institutional diversity may create opportunities
for greater school autonomy, flexibility, and responsiveness. However, extending market
logic to education also entails significant risks. The most important include the
commodification of education, the reduction of educational aims to economic efficiency
and market value, the weakening of the state’s public responsibility, widening inequalities
among social groups, and diminished attention to the cultural, ethical, and civic functions
of schooling. From the perspective of contemporary philosophy of education, schooling
cannot be reduced to an institution for producing human capital or responding to
individual demand; it is also a public institution with responsibilities concerning
democracy, justice, identity formation, and the common good.

Conclusion: The findings indicate that the educational implications of Hayek’s thought
cannot be reduced to a simple endorsement of privatization or the replacement of the state
by the market. Rather, these implications derive from a theoretical chain connecting the
limits of human knowledge, the critique of centralized planning, spontaneous order,
liberty, limited government, and market mechanisms. Hayek’s thought therefore offers
significant resources for questioning excessive centralization and strengthening
institutional autonomy and diversity in education. Nevertheless, the direct extension of
market logic to schooling may conflict with the public and justice-oriented functions of
education. The fundamental issue, therefore, is not a binary choice between the state and
the market, but rather the determination of the appropriate scope and conditions of
intervention by each and the development of an educational governance model capable
of balancing freedom and choice with educational justice, the common good, and the



public responsibility of the state. Accordingly, drawing on the potential contributions of
Hayek’s perspective to educational policy can be justified only when freedom and
economic efficiency are situated within the requirements of educational justice, equality
of opportunity, and the preservation of the public and civic functions of schooling.
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Problematizing the Absence of "the Experience of Hardship and
Deprivation" in the Childhood of (Most) Iranian Children Today:

Morad Yari Dehnavi:

Abstract

Over the past century, as Iranian society has transitioned from traditional to
(semi-)modern conditions, the experience of childhood has undergone profound
transformations. A key shift is the deliberate elimination of "hardship and
deprivation" from children's lives. What was an unattainable aspiration for
children of the 1970s and 1980s—especially during the Iran-Iraq war—has
become, for most Iranian children in the 2010s, a concern too trivial to notice.
The extreme deprivation of earlier generations has seemingly been replaced by
its opposite: overindulgence and comfort-seeking. Today’s parents, shaped by
those very hardships, now strive to shield their "one and only precious child" from
all suffering, difficulty, and demands for resilience. While well-intentioned, this
approach becomes an educational crisis precisely when it is regarded not merely
as understandable, but as a "desirable educational ideal. "Following a
Foucauldian spirit, this study asks: Does the systematic eradication of hardship
from childhood truly constitute a desirable end in educating future generations?
The research challenges the taken-for-granted desirability of this prevailing child-
rearing approach in contemporary Iran, reframing it not as an educational ideal
but as an "educational challenge and problem" requiring critical examination. To
this end, the study employs Huberman’s method of "transcendental and positive
critique" to interrogate the "false consciousness" that legitimizes the systematic
removal of hardship and resilience-building from children's lives.
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Extended Abstract

As Iranian society has transitioned from a traditional to a (semi-)modern state
over the past half-century, the childhood experiences of Iranian children appear
to have undergone significant transformations. One prominent and noteworthy
change is the diminishing and, in many cases, the elimination of the "experience
of hardship/deprivation and resilience" from the childhood of most contemporary
children. What was an unattainable dream for Iranian children of the 1970s and
those enduring the harsh war years of the 1980s now seems utterly trivial and
mundane for the majority of Iranian children born in the 2010s and thereafter.
However, the educational crisis begins when this particular approach and style of
child-rearing is perceived as a "desirable educational norm" rather than being
recognized as a "major educational problem and challenge." Drawing inspiration
from the philosophical thought and practice of certain philosophers, notably the
contemporary French philosopher Michel Foucault, one can pose a "Foucauldian
question": Is the effort to eliminate the "experience of deprivation and resilience"
from children's lives genuinely a "desirable goal" for their future upbringing?
Will the absence of reasonable suffering and limitations during childhood not
have long-term adverse educational effects on their adult lives?

By raising such a question, this study aims to challenge this "desirable
educational norm" prevalent in the upbringing of today's Iranian children.
Inspired by Huberman’s critical theory, it seeks to reframe this norm not as a
value or desirable objective, but as an "educational problem" viewed through a
Foucauldian lens.

Episode One: The Extreme Paradigm of "Experiencing Hardship and
Deprivation" in the Upbringing of Parents and Educators of Iran's New
Generation

Most parents and educators of the new generation of Iranian children, born in the
late 2000s and throughout the 2010s, were themselves children of the late 1970s
and the 1980s. According to oral history and the lived experiences of these
parents, their own childhoods were replete with experiences of hardship and
deprivation. The relatively large family sizes common in Iranian society at that
time, coupled with the prevailing social, economic, political, agricultural, and
cultural conditions, fostered an atmosphere of childhood where hardship and
deprivation were considered entirely normal and expected.

The school system of that era was a continuation of the broader society.
Consequently, the level of comfort and facilities in schools was not significantly
higher than that of the average family. The diverse range of today's affluent
private schools did not exist. Therefore, the large student population of that period
was exposed to various forms of hardship and deprivation throughout their
educational journey. Physical punishment and deprivation were used as



significant educational tools in some schools, a reality reflected in the children's
and young adult literature of that time. It could be argued that the educational and
human capital of "resilience" was one of the valuable outcomes of this style of
childhood for some Iranian children and students of the 1980s.

Episode Two: The Paradigm of Eliminating the Experience of Hardship and
Deprivation from Childhood

When the generation of the late 1970s and 1980s successfully navigated the
myriad trials of hardship and deprivation, they eventually found employment,
started families, and had children of their own. This period roughly corresponds
to the late 2000s and the 2010s in Iranian society.

During this era, influenced by political, social, cultural, and particularly economic
transformations, attitudes towards childbearing and child-rearing shifted
dramatically, promoting a specific style of upbringing in Iranian society. The
slogan and approach of "fewer children, better life," prevalent in the 1990s and
early 2000s, interacted with influential economic and cultural factors to foster a
reductionist view of having children.

Alongside these significant social, political, cultural, and economic factors, and
combined with the parents' own difficult and bitter childhood memories of
deprivation and suffering, the ground was prepared for the emergence of a
paradigm focused on eliminating the experience of hardship and deprivation from
their children's lives. These parents, having endured various forms of hardship,
deprivation, and suffering themselves, fell into the trap, out of sheer benevolence,
of removing all experiences of constructive hardship and deprivation from their
children's upbringing.

Episode Three: The Paradigm of Problematizing and Reconstructing the
Place and Necessity of "Experiencing Hardship and Deprivation" in the
Childhood of Today's Iranian Children

It appears that both of the aforementioned paradigms of childhood and upbringing
possess their own strengths and weaknesses, requiring educational scrutiny from
various perspectives. As some scholars suggest, there seems to be a hidden trade-
off between these two extremes in addressing the role of "reasonable experiences
of hardship and deprivation" in childhood education. It appears that an excess of
strictness and severe deprivation of childhood joys can lead to a form of rebellion
and an intense pursuit of comfort, ultimately resulting in the elimination of all
constructive experiences of hardship and suffering from childhood. Conversely,
a deficiency in exposing children to constructive experiences of hardship and
deprivation in their upbringing can lead to vulnerabilities such as a lack of
"resilience" and an inability to tolerate failure and mistakes. This, in turn, might
trigger a rebellion against comfort and all the positive aspects of a nurturing



childhood, making the individual prone to rejecting and avoiding these very
benefits.

Establishing a kind of balance and equilibrium between constructive experiences
of hardship and deprivation, on the one hand, and excessive comfort coupled with
the elimination of all such experiences, on the other, seems fundamentally
necessary. Therefore, redefining and identifying this point of equilibrium
represents a critical necessity for the philosophy of early childhood education in
contemporary Iranian society.
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Peace Education for Children: A Meta-synthesis of Principles and a
Comparative Study of Islamic Teachings:

Fatemeh Movahedi Parsa: =, Tahira Hayati?

Abstract

In an era defined by violence and social fragmentation, peace education for
children has become a strategic necessity for human survival and transcendence.
This study analyzes the nature, necessities, and objectives of peace education
through a meta-synthesis of research from the past decade (2015-2025),
proposing a comparative model based on Islamic teachings. Methodologically,
this applied research adopts a descriptive-analytical meta-synthesis approach.
Following a systematic screening of relevant scientific literature, findings were
categorized and compared with Islamic educational principles using an
interpretive framework. The results indicate a conceptual shift from "negative
peace”" (absence of war) to "positive peace" (justice, tranquility, and ethical
living). While global models prioritize social contracts and global citizenship, the
Islamic approach enhances the ontological depth of peace by introducing spiritual
and theocentric dimensions. In this perspective, peace is anchored in "innate
dignity," "belief in the hereafter," and "Hayat-e Tayyiba" (the Pure Life),
fostering a profound internal enforcement mechanism. Optimal peace education
integrates modern conflict resolution skills with Islamic epistemological
foundations. This "Transcendent Peace" model aims to nurture "righteous and
reformative" individuals, ensuring not only physical security but also
psychological well-being and eternal salvation. Achieving this vision requires a
fundamental revision of hidden and overt curricula and a shift toward
transformative pedagogy.

Keywords: Peace education, children, Meta synthesis, Islamic education,
positive peace, healthy life.
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Extended Abstract

In the contemporary world, the proliferation of structural violence, proxy wars,
and environmental crises has transformed “peace education” from an educational
luxury into a strategic and vital necessity for human survival. However, a review
of the research literature reveals that this field suffers from theoretical
fragmentation, with the majority of existing models stemming from Western
(liberal and humanistic) paradigms. Furthermore, domestic studies over the past
decade have primarily focused on assessing psychological effectiveness, leaving
a significant gap in the exploration of the philosophical and theoretical
foundations of peace education from an Islamic perspective. Aiming to bridge
this theoretical gap, the present study investigates the nature, rationale, and
objectives of peace education based on a meta-synthesis of recent literature,
thereby proposing a comparative model with an emphasis on Islamic teachings.

In terms of purpose, this is a fundamental-applied study, and
methodologically, it is descriptive-analytical research utilizing a “qualitative
meta-synthesis.” The statistical population comprised all peer-reviewed Persian
articles indexed in domestic citation databases (such as SID, Noormags, and
Magiran) over a ten-year period (from 2015-2025). Following a systematic search
and the application of rigorous inclusion and exclusion criteria, a final sample of

vvarticles aligned with the research objectives was screened for the ultimate
analysis. Data were extracted through directed qualitative content analysis based
on an interrogative matrix (encompassing the nature of peace, the essence of
peace education, its necessity, and its objectives). The extracted data were then
categorized and synthesized using an open, axial, and selective coding approach.

The findings of the meta-synthesis indicated that the concept of peace has
undergone a profound transformation, evolving from a negative approach (the
mere absence of war and conflict, i.e., negative peace) to a positive, dynamic, and
structured state (positive peace). This concept currently encompasses four
intertwined components: “inner peace” (psychological balance and tranquility),
“interpersonal peace” (empathy and tolerance), “social peace” (the negation of
structural violence and the establishment of justice), and “global/environmental
peace”.

Moreover, the essence of peace education was identified as a “transformative
pedagogy” that transcends the mere transmission of theoretical knowledge; by
emphasizing the integration of theory and practice alongside the modification of
the hidden curriculum, it ultimately seeks behavioral change. The necessity of
this education lies in preventing societal disintegration, repairing social ruptures,
and promoting mental health in the modern era. Its ultimate objective in global
models is the cultivation of a “transcendent human,” the realization of social
justice, and the development of skills for empathy and peaceful coexistence.

A comparative analysis of the meta-synthesis findings against Islamic
foundations revealed fundamental convergences and divergences. Both
perspectives concur on the rejection of negative peace, the primacy of inner
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peace, and the necessity of nurturing human agency. Nevertheless, prevailing
secular models lack the requisite ontological and teleological depth. While
modern peace is predicated upon social contracts and “anthropocentrism,”
Islamic peace is a “theocentric and ethical” concept endowed with religious
sanctity. From a teleological standpoint, global paradigms aim to educate global
citizens for material survival; conversely, the Islamic approach elevates the
pinnacle of this education to the realization of Hayat Tayyibah (the pure life),
guided by righteous individuals (righteousness-centricity) toward eternal
salvation. Additionally, the Islamic principle of “belief in the Hereafter” (Ma’ad)
provides the strongest internal executive guarantee for sustainable peacemaking.

In its final synthesis, the present study introduces the “Transcendent Peace
Education” model. In this paradigm, peace education is an astute integration of
modern conflict resolution skills and monotheistic epistemological foundations,
aiming to cultivate an individual who is both “righteous and reformative” (Saleh
and Mosleh). From this perspective, human dignity stems from viewing the
‘other’ as Ayal-Allah (the family of God), which transforms the mere motivation
for tolerance into “active love”.

To operationalize this model within the educational system, it is recommended
to transition from a standalone-subject approach to an integrated curriculum,
embedding the concepts of peace into the fabric of all disciplines. Furthermore,
engaging the family institution to institutionalize a lifestyle based on transcendent
peace education at home from early childhood, alongside empowering teachers
and educators to serve as practical role models of peace, is an absolute necessity.
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Abstract

Studying the historical background of contemporary education in Iran indicates
that the origins of modern childhood education can be traced to the Qajar period.
From the late Qajar era onward, calls for a new model of education grew stronger,
and Iran’s modern educational system gradually took shape under the influence
of multiple factors. Accordingly, the present study seeks to clarify the origins of
childhood education by examining the factors that contributed to the emergence
of modern education, with particular emphasis on the role of France. Using a
qualitative approach and a research synthesis method, the study analyzes and
integrates the research findings in this field. Following a systematic search of
accessible studies in academic databases, 39 relevant studies were selected for
inclusion. The analysis identified the main factors facilitating the development of
modern education and organized them into two categories: France-related factors
and factors unrelated to France. France-related factors including “Iranian
travelers’ and politicians’ familiarity with French educational institutions”,

2 <6

“sending students to France”, “the translation and authorship of educational texts
inspired by French models”, “the influence of the press”, “the establishment of
schools by missionaries”, and “the employment of French teachers”. Non-France-
related factors including “Iran’s defeat by Russia”, “the educational shortcomings
of traditional schools (maktabkhaneh)”, “the efforts of Iranian intellectuals”, “the
Constitutional Revolution”, and “the supportive role of clerics and mosques”. The
findings indicate that, beginning in the Qajar period, a gradual transformation in
Iranian society—shaped by both internal dynamics and the introduction of
Western ideas, including influences associated with modern French education—
prepared the ground for reconceptualizing childhood and laid the groundwork for
Iran’s modern educational system aimed at educating the “new child”.

Keywords: childhood, modern education, Qajar Iran, France, tradition and

modernity
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Extended Abstract

Historical inquiry into childhood, in relation to educational institutions, plays a
key role in understanding shifts in educational systems. How childhood is defined
in any society reflects that society’s cultural, social, and civilizational structures.
In premodern Iran, children were commonly regarded as “small adults” who
needed to be prepared as early as possible for social roles; accordingly, many
entered the labor market once they acquired basic physical capacity. At the same
time, the traditional educational system—yprimarily organized through traditional
schools (maktabkhaneh)—did not adequately address the needs and
characteristics of this stage of life. Even those children who had access to
schooling typically encountered little that resonated with the dispositions and
requirements of childhood. From the late Qajar period, however, conditions
gradually emerged for raising new questions about education, upbringing, and the
child’s place within society.

Accordingly, the history of education in Iran suggests that the Qajar period
represents a turning point in the emergence of modern childhood education. As
Iranian society increasingly encountered Western educational ideas and
models—particularly through expanding ties with European countries—the need
to reconsider traditional approaches to education became more salient. Over time,
these intellectual shifts contributed to the establishment of new schools, changes
in curricula, and reforms in teaching practices.

The present study seeks to clarify the origins of modern childhood education
in Iran by examining the factors that shaped this process, with a particular focus
on the role and place of France. France is significant because, in the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, it served as one of the most influential educational
and cultural reference points for Iranian elites, intellectuals, and policymakers,
and it has often been described as a key driver of cultural activity and educational
change in Iran. Yet existing work in this area has largely remained fragmented
and case-based; comparatively few studies have attempted to provide an
integrated account of the factors shaping modern childhood education and to
analyze France’s role within this broader configuration.

To address this gap, the study adopts a qualitative approach and employs a
research synthesis method to analyze and integrate the findings of domestic
studies on the history of modern childhood education in Iran. It asks which factors
contributed to the emergence of modern childhood education and how France’s
role is reflected through specific components. Following a systematic search of
relevant studies in reputable databases, 39 studies aligned with the research topic
were selected for review. During the synthesis process, key concepts and findings
were extracted and then integrated into a unified analytical structure. The
resulting components were organized into two categories: (1) France-related
factors, which were influenced directly or indirectly by France, and (2) factors
unrelated to France. The final components were then described and interpreted.



The findings suggest that the conditions enabling the emergence of modern
education in Iran can be classified into two broad groups. The first consists of
factors related to France, including Iranian travelers’ and politicians’ familiarity
with French educational institutions; sending students to France; the translation
and authorship of educational texts inspired by French models; the influence of
the press; the establishment of new schools by missionaries; and the employment
of French teachers. Considered together, these factors indicate that direct and
indirect contact with the French educational system played an important role in
transferring new educational concepts, introducing schooling as an institution
distinct from traditional instruction, and reshaping views of how children should
be educated.

Among these factors, sending Iranian students to France and their subsequent
return functioned as a key mediating channel for transferring educational
experiences, facilitating familiarity with modern methods of instruction and the
organization of schooling. Likewise, the translation and authorship of educational
texts inspired by French models contributed to the diffusion of new pedagogical
ideas and expanded access to modern educational thought. The press was also
significant insofar as it represented Western educational experiences—especially
those of France—in ways that shaped public opinion and strengthened a discourse
of educational reform.

The second group comprises factors unrelated to France, including Iran’s
defeat by Russia, the educational shortcomings of traditional schools
(maktabkhaneh), the efforts of Iranian intellectuals, the Constitutional
Revolution, and the supportive role of clerics and mosques. Rather than stemming
from a particular external model, these factors were rooted in internal
developments and contributed to a growing sense of crisis and the perceived
necessity of educational reform. Military and political defeats highlighted the
inadequacy of traditional educational structures and created space for sustained
questioning of the effectiveness of traditional schools and prevailing pedagogical
practices. In this context, intellectuals played a significant role by criticizing
traditional education and emphasizing the need for modern schooling, thereby
contributing to the formation of new schools. The Constitutional Revolution, by
opening a new arena for the articulation of reformist ideas and the expansion of
modern institutions, further accelerated these developments. In addition, as
emerging social needs became more visible, the establishment and expansion of
new schools for secular sciences alongside religious instruction gained
acceptance among some clerics; a number of them, as influential social actors,
encouraged and supported the creation of new schools.

A synthesis of these factors indicates that the emergence of modern childhood
education in Iran was not the result of a sudden rupture but rather of a gradual,
multi-factor process. As certain traditional elements persisted, Western modern
ideas—particularly French educational models—entered Iranian educational
discourse and progressively enabled a redefinition of childhood. Over time, the
child came to be recognized as an educational subject with specific needs and
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characteristics, and the notion of the “new child” took shape within the context
of modern schooling. Overall, by offering a synthesis of previous studies, the
present research provides a more comprehensive picture of the conditions and
factors that shaped modern childhood education in Qajar Iran and may serve as a
foundation for future research on the history of childhood and education in Iran.
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze, compare, and critically evaluate the concept of the
"educated man" in the transition from modernity to postmodernity. To address
the research questions, Michel Foucault's genealogical method is employed. The
findings indicate that the concept of the "educated man" and its defining
characteristics are continually redefined under the influence of the fundamental
assumptions and socio-political-cultural developments of each era. Accordingly,
from a Foucauldian genealogical perspective, the evolution of this concept has
not been a continuous and uniform process but has rather undergone fundamental
transformations in each epoch. Furthermore, the divergence in interpretations of
humanity's educative telos (purpose) and the lack of full alignment among
postmodern philosophers have led to the presentation of an "educated man" with
mutable characteristics, marked by increased complexity and ambiguity. In
contrast, modern philosophers, due to a greater convergence in their conception
of the educative telos, offered a clearer and more transparent articulation of this
concept. The overarching conclusion of this research is that the "educated man"
is a function of the prevailing social developments and the political and
educational discourses of each period, defined according to the exigencies and
socio-political conditions of its time.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of the " Educated man " has consistently been at the center of attention for
philosophers and education specialists. The true meaning and concept of this term, along
with its characteristics and indicators, have been the subject of much debate and
discussion throughout history. Philosophers of education have always strived to provide
a clear image of the cultured human so that educational and pedagogical frameworks can
be aligned with this rich concept.

Philosophers and education experts, based on their image of educating such a person,
consider characteristics and criteria for a cultured person.

A review of the research background shows that despite extensive studies on the
"educated man", there is a clear research gap in the field of examining the concept of
"educated man" in the transition from modernity to postmodernity, along with critical
analysis, comparison, and evaluation. This lack confirms the need for a comprehensive
and in-depth study and reveals a very obvious research gap. Therefore, this issue deserves
to be researched and examined in a detailed and systematic manner.

The definition of the " Educated man " is a function of the assumptions of each historical
period; the characteristics and indicators of such an individual are deeply influenced by
the social, political, and cultural developments of their time. Inspired by Foucault's
genealogical approach, this study seeks to analyze the concept of the "educated man" in
the transition from "modernity" to "postmodernity" and to present a clear picture of this
concept in both periods. After explaining the image of the "educated man" in the modern
and postmodern periods, their comparison and critical evaluation will be
considered.Accordingly, the basic questions of this research are: What are the key
components and characteristics of the concept of "educated man" in the "modern" and
"postmodern" periods? What are the commonalities and differences between the concept
of "educated man" in the "modern" and "postmodern" periods? And what criticisms are
there of the concept of "educated man" in each of the "modern" and "postmodern"
periods?

Methodology

Given that this research aims to examine the concept of "educated man" in the modern
and postmodern periods, Foucault's genealogical method has been used to achieve this
goal.

Findings

Research Question One

(What are the key components and characteristics of the concept of "educated man" in
the modern and post-modern eras?)

A study of the evolution of the "concept of an educated man" shows that for the modern
period, it usually refers to an "intellectual person" or "rationalist."

Educational ideas in every era are often influenced by the thought and intellectual and
philosophical currents of that era; the philosophical foundations of modernism, the
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characteristics and criteria of the "educated man" in the modern era have also been
influenced by this current. Therefore, in the genealogy of the "educated man", it should
not be said that its concept has evolved, but rather it should be said that in each era, a new
approach to the "educated man" has been presented and the signs and symptoms in each
era are different from other eras. Hence, there is a kind of pessimism and suspicion in the
meaning and concept of the "educated man" and his characteristics. The "educated man"
has been the "desirable person" of the modern era

Key postmodern thinkers, such as Heidegger, Nietzsche, Foucault, Rorty, and Lyotard,
have a different view of man. Based on these views, the educational ideal is also different.
This approach transforms the “educated man” into an “explorer” and “constructor”
instead of a predefined “expert” or “philosopher” who seeks to find his way and create
value in a complex and uncertain world. Thus, predicting any educational goals and,
consequently, drawing the image of the “educated man” of that society without
considering the influential elements of society will be fruitless. In other words, the
education of the “educated man” is influenced by the social, cultural, and political
conditions of each society and is portrayed under their influence. The educational
activities carried out were not purely scientific and free from political views; thus, the
concept of the "educated man" establishes a specific type of hegemonic relationship
between school officials (the pole of power and knowledge) and educators (the subjects)
Research Question Two

(What are the differences and similarities between the concept of "educated man" in the
modern and postmodern eras?)

The differences and similarities between the modern and postmodern periods in the
education of the "educated man" can be briefly explained as follows: In the modern
period, the emphasis is on rationality, science, progress, and individual self-awareness.
The modern "educated man" is a person who, by relying on collective rationality and
scientific achievements, is able to solve social problems and improve the living conditions
of himself and society. He is in search of objective and universal truth and plays an
important role in building a bright and ideal future.

However, in the postmodern period, by raising doubts about the absolute concepts of
modernity, the view of man changes. The postmodern "educated man" is a "self-creating"
and "value-creating" human being, rather than being subject to a predetermined truth or
ideal. He builds his own meaning and identity in a fluid and relative world, relying on
creativity, criticism, and intuition. The emphasis on aesthetic, spiritual, and artistic
dimensions is also more prominent in this period.Despite fundamental differences in
definition and means of achieving it, both periods consider man as an active, proactive
being with the ability to influence the world. Both seek to educate an individual who is
not merely passive, but who can take steps towards shaping his life and society by relying
on his own capabilities (whether rational and scientific, creative and intuitive). In other
words, both view man as the “architect of his own destiny,” even though their
architectural materials and designs may differ

Research Question Three

(What criticisms are there of the concept of "educated man" in each of the periods of
"modernity" and "postmodernity"?)



The educated man of the modern era has a limited horizon and is mainly educated for the
society in which he lives; he lacks critical thinking and is educated more individually than
socially. In contrast, the educated man of the postmodern era is a global human being, has
critical thinking and is a good and useful citizen for society.

From the perspective of modern philosophers, reason is considered the fundamental
characteristic of the educated man; because through it, man is able to recognize truths. In
contrast, postmodern philosophers have also paid special attention to other
epistemological dimensions such as experience and intuition. The educated man in the
postmodern paradigm is a value-creating being who makes himself the standard and basis
of values and makes challenging old values the face of his endeavor. This is while the
modern educated man considers traditional values and chooses them as the basis and
criterion of his action. In addition, the postmodern educated man is inherently self-
governing and does not accept any external factor in his guidance. However, in modern
thought, philosophers pay attention to the influence of various elements on the guidance
and role-playing of man. From the perspective of modern thinkers, the educated man is
the product of the discourse of the time, the games and social and political forces of his
era. However, according to postmodern philosophers, the educated man has a universal
and unified nature

Conclusion

With Michel Foucault's genealogical approach, we find that the evolution of the concept
of "educated man" lacks linear and organic continuity. This concept has undergone
fundamental transformations not only in the modern and postmodern eras, but also before
these periods. "Educated man" has always seen various forms and formulations, many of
which have declined or transformed under the influence of non-discursive factors -
especially the forces of power and social requirements. The current formulation of this
concept is also the product of this historical and dynamic process
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Phenomenological Study of the Primary School Student as a Subject in the
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Textbooks'
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Abstract

This study explores the concept of the Primary school student as a “subject”
within the education system of Iran from a phenomenological perspective. It
focuses on how students are represented in textbooks, perceived by teachers, and
experienced by students themselves, considering the importance of primary
education in shaping cognitive, social, and cultural identities. The findings show
that the concept of the Primary school student is shaped through three main
dimensions: (1) the representation of students in the education system, including
their personal and social characteristics, activities, and challenges; (2) the role of
teachers in constructing this concept through both instructional and educational
practices; and (3) the influence of the education system itself, including structural
and performance-related factors. The results also indicate a dominant emphasis
on cognitive achievement, discipline, obedience, and conformity, while
emotional, social, creative, and cultural dimensions are less emphasized. This
reflects a multidimensional but unbalanced construction of the student’s image.
The study concludes that there is a gap between the official goals of the Iranian
education system and the lived experiences of students. Although some attention
is given to holistic development in textbooks and by teachers, dominant curricular
structures limit a balanced educational approach. The findings highlight the need
for educational policy reform, a redefinition of the teacher’s role, and greater
recognition of student agency in the learning process. Future research should
expand participant diversity and use mixed-method approaches to explore
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Extended Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of a phenomenological exploration of the
concept of the Primary school student as a subject within the education system of Iran.
Given the fundamental importance of the primary education period in shaping children’s
cognitive, social, and cultural identities, the representation of students in official
documents, curricula, and lived experiences can have a significant impact on their
educational trajectory. Accordingly, this study examines the concept of the Primary school
student from the perspectives of students, teachers, and textbooks.

This research employed a qualitative approach and was conducted using a
phenomenological method with an emergent design, in which data collection and analysis
were carried out simultaneously. Data were collected through inductive content analysis
of Persian textbooks for the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades of Primary school, semi-
structured interviews with five primary school teachers and six students from the same
grades. Participants were selected through purposive sampling based on theoretical
saturation criteria. Data analysis was conducted using a descriptive—interpretive
approach, through which the main themes of students’ lived experiences, teachers’
perspectives, and the representation of the concept of “student” in textbooks were
extracted and interpreted.

The findings indicated that the concept of the Primary school student in the Iranian
education system can be structured into three main dimensions: first, the representation
of the student in the educational system, including individual characteristics, social traits,
activities, and challenges; second, the role of the teacher in shaping the concept of the
student, encompassing both instructional and educational dimensions; and third, the role
of the education system in constructing this concept, reflected in performance-related and
systemic issues. These findings suggest a multilayered interaction among individual,
institutional, and curricular factors in shaping the understanding of the student.

The results further revealed that the education system of Iran predominantly emphasizes
cognitive and disciplinary dimensions as well as traits such as obedience and conformity
to rules, while emotional, creative, social, and cultural dimensions receive less attention.
Although partial attention to these dimensions is observed in some textbooks and among
some teachers, dominant curricular structures and implementation practices limit the
realization of a balanced educational approach. This situation reflects a gap between the
declared objectives of the education system and the lived realities of students.

Finally, it is suggested that educational policy reform, redefinition of the teacher’s role,
and attention to student agency in the learning process are essential requirements for
improving the education system. Future research is also recommended to broaden
participant groups and employ mixed-method approaches to further explore the neglected
dimensions of students’ experiences.
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