Olpl G Sgpadad atdd ozl anlliadgs
P Ll
@
w yb
o0

VEF ool g 5les o oylad @ Lo

Sl anldadgs ol (gysld g Olidas (pgle ©yl59 \WAT /28 /257 ayg0 ¥ /AN /AVYOY o)l ol @y Ly
ol wﬂ.{b5}i.°4.j£ )LM:I 6‘)'3 \vag ulMAJL) 9 )Le,). c)Lo..i:

el 0093,3 aie VEOF o0 0 50 o5lods ol 1igygTobs



Sy ddwdd doliliadgs

Ve f olewsl g 5l ¥ o)less A Jlw
Olrl S Sl adedd ezl 400
VWAS /Y /e as g0 YEVEY @ odll oLyl 9 Sio )3 &)l3g j95e0 0ylous
\WA5 /255 a0 Y /VA/IYYOY oylos s 2 gy5lid o Olidiod pole &)l5g 59oe0 0ylesd
YOFA-YA-Y Ll
Ol o Sgealad adedd ozl il oo
(Lorde S5 ol JLeils) Slaol ramme 13532 Johuopie
(015 o8l sbiwl) s ngsd (58l g 125 50
(98 oBzdls JLeiily) awgs b S0 1 A5l e
Nalidls (Fazg e 5 1kl
Woils (Jazg e 5Sst olTasis g sl
ol s s S0t ol pae
redSS1L )6 talxe

(L] i &) 45,55 ol slide

(3 oBlils jlezsly) dwgs anb S (0145 082Sl sbewl) G pE g5 5,8 g s 2SS
(e o3 o8l sbisl) g0l gage S 25 (Sqce (g, ol8zils o) Sy Slerds Lty 250
-l S oBiils sliwl) pode, olio Sgramo SO
o ) pifes - (e S o8zl JLiils) (g pmand o3ly@olo Lole 2So
(3lsa!
(opplss o8ols JLetils) il amey S (opplss o8ty JLetils) olyad alépud dpnus iS5
(sl olasly Hlozils) Losmy 11 128 (lsol &lpoz awpis olBiils JLoils) e o yguaio duww 5553

(sl ol8izils sliwl) goomxal) o s dozs SISO
Prof. Nuraan Davids (Stellenbosch University)

psle 5 soliiiilsy 0aSadls lo)ls 1155 Bbls el 655 ilie waml JT P 0Ll colrozr S ol5)50 1SS
VEFQAAYASY & anssS oyl o8isls o 5

-¥) - AAAYADYY e

http://pesi.saminatech.ir : il oL Slis



http://pesi.saminatech.ir/

pesi.anjoman@yahoo.com : Suig 58I Caws



& i 0yly0
laal (il
S Sopalad 6, dheds b o oy, 0oyl ol
S Sopadal Joe g 5 09> 5o hudd sloolluns La]
ol 5 Olnl CawSgpadai o)l (F )b andd o oy ol Lacs]
eas 5lyemne (o
S Shedd o umgl
o Syl adndd ai) comlo g 0,0
B0 g e S Sypeadal addd oo S0, 5 LSl
(eg SLolad] (ol dlcemslon) iy ot 5 adonilio
S sl g lao)liS (emlio
o OBgedid g oo el
St sl iy sl B
S £l
olez 9 olel ConSapads flue
'03UsS slaii, ;o (higel g (ouyddeliy
(oVe gl (z
S Sgpadss dbedd legdge )0 Jrol sloimgy 5l edel, Ylie
S Sopalad ahdd Colio 53 0uds plap] Oldllae puais g 59,0 Jolis (59,0 Yo
Wlio o pdy 9 OB Nuanss slosdly
8 sl Jendhgins 4 LS dllie Jlul 5 (2905 50 050 LSS prizme pBaiuss
S axzlie 4,85 led)l g, o a8 S
g Jluoyl dlze il5,00 a0 (B /oninnss pb g allie
w5y (Sl g ol oS S5 alio plsie aBlaz Ll s sl Y o fonians
S ol alzme &5l s00 4y 1) 955 (Sodg i8N SLid g (al5 jleds «oyoT «sale
@l pidgl SUS| ilse Cole) aabagad B8 /osinnss sl Y dlie Jloyl 5l 3
igled Ldal (Soig i8I 090

ol s 33 4y, Slayedbl oL 5 5555 sleyge !



L allie cedgtuns § LS alad g allite aSl] sl aisls saimng i slallie am i
oxinngh & haitd dllie Lol axbo (ol 5o Susg iSl SLis 750 el Jotuus oy
bl «g,553 5 oyl ol S cloaslip,LL 5l 7 Sxie WYL 43 .3)ls Lolais! Jeiuw
g1 wlys Alie Jsis sninss Lol

g o plool dllie slgiome 4y a5 1 g juws i i b alxe 5o WYl 250 S
sl odiinigs odge & (Bodo 5 ele Cpa jl lie Cdllae i b Co Codgine
02313, S3b 8L slmallie g ol Bgamo alxs sl dlie syliml g 55 9 Jsud b o) 5>
el alzme ag 5,55 i b alzme 5o Ol (sl allie ol anl

ol ST 35l S5 L ale loallio 51 olidl o &



llsa iy

PN SUCKJUNEL I
iyl g Jole gludl 4 i g soloszrl SuiiS aslie & S355 3,503, 99 i )3 S355 Cordole poge o)y
Voot ses s ses s e e e e s 55955 ol ol ye sl s L
LS deguans

Codle b o jels hof ddawdl p S plebas (5148, dawgi 5 st jo5 Cadlo | daae (sjls  pogie )l

&09)bews (oS dogd

aolew Ololw WS

Sl (s 5 Ahdd 933 30 Gl Slodno (5 a5 ISt o BT 925 i B o Sy 2 ]

VY e R e ettt S
Jore dlidl icpolmus (uS5 (sdemmerge 5020 (5 AL g (0l pliS Folo

Y ot ettt e a e aaasaanseansssnnssnssnnnnssnsnssnnnsnnnnnnn Mbﬁ,o)S)lS‘P% 'M w)asp.o.bﬁw
WA ot \WF g WY sladans ;0 ol )0 plao Caw b soplas jo Joxi
ol e

L2 Ol plas St 3 )8 (IS sl hoanndd slis W 5 Ly IS S Licd iz palolyl
6ol (g9ge S (5500 o 0

Y e eeetteeeeueeenteeeetteeerteeerraeeerareeerareessransrraresaeerrrsersrserrresernrassrns olpl yo PLI-O S i 09400 dLﬁ:QuJb
u.sl.’xl.t o}w

by a2 Oylge Slawl 33 o 55554 5 53U S8 5 Jusle o 8 ands o8gs (55051

031551 dosgd

B o) ettt ettt ettt ettt sttt seaen shdd e (58 Sy by yBigel 0,8
oSl Jguy ( Scigl (so2 S92 (srizme

& P {Lgiuan Ghep Aliuns 5 Cant i Iguandd cdlus

6.)..»'61.3 oo
Vot ... 05‘555 Ql)"’ S dh' » Q’T Q“'BJ 9 @‘)g‘u‘“’l’y ‘5)5‘.35) Q“L“’b" u-!*"s Ay °)l§‘:’l ]
6919 4.1]9)4 AWLQ wa ‘F-\.O.ou.:l.o.».o Sgrnn ALSMI I),a:)



Lo 9= (Sl 399 9 7odg® diawl g S gl 0 (Egiwae Jogh FMS IOLS L)yl 9 Srae
61983 slasy



¥ VEE il 5 )l ¥ oyl A Jlw

(0145 oS8315 Slil) i (6,3 g e iS5

as.ds 09; w..:j) Ve f""l’ Q,gl ol 00 A o o uLJb pyv-y= 4o)L¢..S; Q,gl )'| SREPERS
s 995 i) 0je> 5o linl .ol g sl 8T jo sdiiil sBisls jo Cau g pulas
slesicn g9 -l 00,5 jiiin |y gHls WYEs 5 LLOLS 65 U g cnl 8,0 9 J8
5 alzes sl Gy ol 9 4 Ldy Jee JLS b g Soyo |y ap o ol po coguac

plre Can S 9y50 53 laol oy (swlul jsb 4 Bl o)les &S el (ol pes g

ddwds ozsl Gioled fpeddiw jo B9 sdl) Jols s dlio oo ol
3 b 55 ol jed )0 plae Cun S bl b alndS Jlw jo &S Cowl Con Sapudas
el 28,5 518 )0 9 53BSly 090 plrecion S aose I coge Jluno e 00 ol b
Ol iy Ol e 5 2 55563 b oS ol (5095 Codle 3590 53 j5ad ( Jilawo (ol 5l S
35 el S35 orlole b Jlaisl cpogas ol 5 0 dngl (Jsl alie) sl 00 - e
9 S358 o Jlaisl jo s glolBuns by a5 g bLAI &S eog o] 52 oxw callie oyl
3525 S8 oy 9 S 3y50 «S95S (sl s BB pb 6 5SS 0wz seellas S
plre 353 Codole 4y bgy o pgo alinncs 1058 3] Codole jogad jo eMo oBuus g
g oo S 2B (elxe ey She SIaS cnl nl o 5w (pgs Wlie) cowl
bogi o5 Ol aSdy dlasd) ol o 4 955 Lo & wallS ST leloe a5 4o (o
ol s sloaelp o ledse codele ol pY aSlons]y ols @ 55 |y ledxe 365 o0l
e 09 aLBS LS plre w5 50 SBb b ol 0By 5 05 4Ly o 40
S prazloe Gl ol b el 5o (pgm lie) ol 9 5L 5 plae alaly 4y bgoyo 500
S s 3500 6555 1y €S> il 5 3l LS sy90 13 alSss 4 plas
2 9SGl Gl ol b agzlse 53 gypme a5 0 SLE 5 plae ol olas ala,
a0 o JoSeid |y pslol SIS ally ol (631850 59 Gledoe w0 asgly csal 5 g Sy,
oS o9 aiiS 51 (p)loz alie) ol oo zrhe 60 S S0 b gam alie



¥ VEE il 5 5l o ooy @ Jlu

39 09 daleds BIS 4 Jiuw w03gr plae Cen S g Can S pmase cnSpslhie (e Con S
(S| Codgin g eloiz] L3 (S lilo) slaacs oS eog ol p (93 (o o2
S sl @)y S ol 0gs Al Jioled 4 6 Can S Gl aly o)LL o
dhdd 059> 50 b oSS (sum Al g wlys IS b 4 pledae 5 o olelxe
B g ple 2EG 8L (o 00 abdd S o e 50 (el dlie) ol Con g pudal
il e S8 520 (5558 o |y i Sgpadal dhdd (5o alie Sl Sin b 392
23 ki o5 wlsh 4 azgi (audd oSS o plejen DS 5 Bamg 4 Gl A g
5k ol 5588 S 50 b bl can s g pledae STl )90 o Sgpalas aiuds
Wy a2lgS 90l 4 S el 5 ol B ol e g 0l Oygeo (Aadd slmolBuns Gakas
oS ol el 51 ey (s alie) Censl Bl 5 e 5 Aty Cinds S0 alace
sloans 3l ()b oG aSlenileg,d (Sailly 5l g eads iz oLl ) plae o5 slooles
a5 o851 4 o e lanitils iblio Liib o 35l o 50T (4iidS
oz 51 e Gh3gel 51 e 5 Gtigel ©olis SUS g o Spalad Wiy au golazsl oSS
o0ls, S5k ol whnis Jolge bl .l 009y plae o5 oo oily 4l 4 Jolge
hdd )55 abaly qelae o5 039 50 S0 alie Wbled o 55 |y el a5 40 g
2y sz Wil e ably ool (pihe allie) sl plre Con 5 sloglads 5 | S i
BINCSESTE SSEREIV NN P SO T UL IR IO SOV FPNNES JET SN At
wolsS (Sélayl 50 pledxe (6,58 Lad p Cajz (ol g du) wBlsS> j50b @ o cdii>
235 pald Comiz ool 5l GBS e ol s a4 add oSS )0 el Y Lo
S Joli aisils plizmod oS cenl lalivs 3 SLs 5 plolas oloo abio Jolss
A S plalas 093 codale gl (Soyd qplae o5 Sl ST (i allie) ol
et oy 355 olSLE el wgye HUaDI &S ol wloasly iz 45 Slalne S
S S 5 Sy IS ipgls pal b ailogs 6oSaS ol ) bl g 903,85, 15)0 S92 50l
5 olizeed Wilgi oo @S 5 plxe ol Jola alie .05 amlys  Sailely jlzs olae
o5 L5 (o5 Alie) ol I3 8L 55 5ol ol 5 09 4t 55 503 levsls
S8 calale g agd US|y albylaBl S g5l0095 0 5L 4y 1500 oG 5l plase oS
ol e 53 313 walss g 05U 53 |y plle (3pel lSiel sl Caonsy & )

6339502 3l 55 S5 oS 35 wdlgS e b as wimles Jaiie b ols SLa e



5 VEF b 5 e o oylos A Jlus

9y o ol 5o T sloaisg e g s o )S0 39i5 (300 aliue
ysb & cilgie LS lhe 5 Lame Loliitwl LS5 (oo Alic) canl Glusl, pymed
o o e 55 LS 55 oS oliz s olisel il B gile e
el oy 40 (l3g0T 2000 Jd 3 50 1y (o9 oleseds g (oIS s o9 (o
5550 S5 ool ccasdds 5 il Bl U il 5 pliinl essS 5 OLS (oS3
s anls LSl LS 3lhe 5,55 5 ol

9 sEywan Lo dliwe 4 awdd oSS L laLlaS 38l sam0 4 clsee (raly dllio go
& 1y S Sapeadas pligadid &S conl 5y50b5 by diie i 5 5 palad 5o o G
S g can s ol 00 ily 2l i @ az g (e85l alie) WlgS elb o)
A9 495 3590 £ 9090 iy deydon Blgie o BT LS (o 315U )0 (ngs s
(2359 allio) sl



Kiyani, M. (2025). Examining the concept of child agency within
the framework of two approaches: The child as a social actor and
the theory of the agentic human, and its educational implications
for early childhood educators. Philosophy of Education, 9(2), 6-30. Biannual Peer-

Reviewed Journal

Philosophy of
Education

Examining the Concept of Child Agency within the Framework of Two

Approaches: The Child as a Social Actor and the Theory of the Human

Agency, and Suggesting Educational Implications for Early Childhood
Educators:

Masoomeh Kiyani:

Abstract

This study explores the concept of child agency, with a particular focus on the preschool
stage, through the lenses of two perspectives: the child as a social actor and the theory of
human agency. It further draws out educational implications for early childhood
educators. The research employs descriptive, analytical, and inferential methods.
Traditional adult-centered perspectives regarded the child as incomplete, passive, and
incapable of playing a meaningful role in shaping his or her own life. In contrast, recent
approaches—especially in sociology—have emphasized the child as a social agent. Each
perspective implies a distinct educational stance. Traditional pedagogy involves one-
sided shaping, while the child-as-social-actor approach emphasizes mutual interaction.
The theory of the acting human being, however, regards early childhood education as
preparation for the realization of agency. Educators should therefore foster children’s
awareness of consequences (cognitive dimension), support the transformation of impulses
into informed inclinations (affective dimension), and gradually enhance self-control and
responsible choice-making (volitional dimension).

Keywords: child agency, child as social actor, Islamic theory of action, preparation,
early childhood educators, preschool.
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Extended Abstract

This study explores the concept of child agency, with a particular focus on the preschool

stage, through the lenses of two perspectives: the child as a social actor and the theory of
human agency. It further draws out educational implications for early childhood
educators. The research employs descriptive, analytical, and inferential methods.

Traditional adult-centered perspectives regarded the child as incomplete, passive, and
incapable of playing a meaningful role in shaping his or her own life. Within such views,
the child was considered a blank slate upon which adults inscribed socially desirable
traits. In contrast, recent approaches—especially in sociology—have emphasized the
child as a social agent with agency, independence, competence, and a unique voice. From
this standpoint, children are seen as active subjects rather than passive objects, capable of
participating in social action, shaping their own childhood, and influencing their
communities.

From the perspective of the Islamic theory of human agency, however, both extremes
reveal shortcomings. This theory defines agency as comprising three essential elements:
(1) adequate awareness of the positive and negative consequences of one’s activities; (2)
the transformation of instinctual drives into knowledge-based desires; and (3) the capacity
for responsible choice. By this account, children cannot yet be regarded as full agents,
though they are far from passive. Childhood is instead understood as a transitional stage
toward agency, during which the cognitive, affective, and volitional components of
agency gradually emerge.

This interpretation cautions against equating activity with agency. While activity is
observable in both children and animals, children’s activities unfold along a
developmental trajectory that leads toward agency, whereas animal activity does not.
Hence, children should not be confined to passivity but should be provided opportunities
for action suited to their emerging abilities.

Each perspective implies a distinct educational stance. Traditional pedagogy involves
one-sided shaping, while the child-as-social-actor approach emphasizes mutual
interaction. The theory of the acting human being, however, regards early childhood
education as preparation for the realization of agency. Educators should therefore foster
children’s awareness of consequences (cognitive dimension), support the transformation
of impulses into informed inclinations (affective dimension), and gradually enhance self-
control and responsible choice-making (volitional dimension).

The overall analysis indicates that research on early childhood education—and
preschool in particular—will yield more constructive pedagogical outcomes if it is
grounded in an approach that understands agency as gradually developing, that is, as a
quality in the process of growth. Such an approach neither reduces the child to a passive
being nor assumes full-fledged agency according to adult standards. Instead, it recognizes
the natural condition of childhood, the capacities and abilities characteristic of this stage,
and the importance of maintaining a balance between children’s rights and their
developmental realities.

Given that Iranian preschools face practical shortcomings, largely rooted in prevailing
conceptions of childhood, this study offers pedagogical recommendations for teacher-
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child relations centered on the gradual cultivation of agency. It argues for a redefinition
of early childhood education, particularly at the preschool level, around the principle of
preparing for agency. Such a strategy would shape every aspect of education, including
the learning environment, relationships with adults and peers, engagement with subject
matter, teaching and learning processes, assessment, and curriculum design.
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Abstract

This article aims to provide an explanation of a new conceptualization of teaching and
the process of professional development based on Gilles Deleuze's thought regarding the
nature of the learning experience. This conceptualization offers a more adequate
conceptual foundation for the nature of teaching and the phenomenon of professional
development, which brings different expectations for the teaching profession. The present
research is philosophical in nature, and the author has addressed the issue through the
method of conceptualization, which focuses on reinterpreting or reconstructing aspects of
existing  conceptual  structures that appear insufficient. Thinking  about
professional development is influenced by our understanding of the phenomena of
professional development. Current professional education programs have been
ineffective due to being based on an inadequate understanding of the nature of the
phenomenon of professional development. In fact, the concept of professional
development has been viewed from a limited perspective as an imposed
process. Deleuze's explanation of the nature of the learning experience leads to a new
definition of the nature of teaching, the process of professional development, and the
teacher's agency in this process. In this view, teaching is considered as a problem and the
teacher as an apprenticeship of signs, actively shaping their professional identity.
Keyword: Gilles Deleuze, teacher professional development, learning experience,
agency, apprenticeship to signs, teaching
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Extended Abstract

Current teacher professional development programs are often grounded in traditional,
linear approaches that perceive teachers merely as implementers of predetermined
curricular and policies. This instrumental view neglects the teacher's agency, creativity,
and lived experience. In response to this conceptual and practical gap, the present study
draws on Gilles Deleuze’s philosophical insights—particularly his notions of becoming,
difference, repetition, the body without organs, and apprenticeship to signs—to
reconceptualize the essence of teaching and professional growth.

The primary objective of this study is to provide a robust and alternative conceptual
framework that restores the teacher's agency in the process of professional learning and
transformation. The study employs philosophical inquiry, specifically conceptual
analysis, as its methodological foundation. Through a critical examination of dominant
discourses on professional development and a Deleuzian reconfiguration of its underlying
concepts, the study advances a new theoretical perspective.

Key Findings

Teaching as problem: Teaching is not a mere technical activity but a continuous encounter
with signs and emergent possibilities within educational contexts. The teacher, as an
apprentice to signs, actively engages with pedagogical problems, generating new
understandings.

Teaching as Ethical Responsibility: Teaching is redefined as an inherently ethical act.
The teacher, as a moral agent, makes context-sensitive judgments rather than applying
pre-established rules.

The Teacher as the Telos of Good Teaching: Teachers bring their own difference into
the pedagogical scene; they are not tasked with conforming to external ideals but with
generating change through creative acts of interpretation and sign-production.

Teacher Agency in Shaping Professional Identity: Teacher agency is conceptualized
as a dynamic, ethical, and aesthetic process that emerges through the teacher’s interaction
with complex educational realities.

Teaching as Critical Praxis: Teaching is a dialogical and reflexive practice wherein both
teacher and student engage in critical reflection that disrupts hidden assumptions and
opens new possibilities for action.

Teaching as Philosophical-Artistic Research: Every pedagogical encounter is a site of
inquiry. The teacher-as-researcher explores and interprets signs as they arise through
lived experience, thus engaging in an ongoing aesthetic-philosophical investigation.
Conclusion

The theoretical approach presented in this study challenges prescriptive and normative
models of teacher education. It emphasizes the necessity of re-designing professional
development programs to focus on teachers lived experiences, critical reflection, and
pedagogical consciousness. From a Deleuzian perspective, teaching is not about
transmission but about presence, invention, and liberation. Accordingly, professional
development is not a linear progression through institutional mandates, but a
transformative journey grounded in the teacher’s experiential encounters with real
educational dilemmas.
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Mirroring Aspect of Narrative and Its Application in Experiencing the
"Other" in Educational Relationships: A Proposal for Empathic Teacher

Education:

Narges Sadat Sajjadieh:
Abstract
The educational relationship is a deep connection that depends on the_teacher's insights
about themselves, the students, and the nature of this relationship. Therefore, presenting
philosophical insights in teacher training is of particular importance. On the other hand,
the complexity of philosophical literature has led to an unsuccessful explicit inclusion of
philosophy in these programs. This writing, considering the necessity of the former and
acknowledging this failure, aims to analyze the educational relationship and the role of
the "other" within it, proposing a new framework for presenting these philosophical
insights .Accordingly, we will first discuss the "other" and its role in the educational
relationship from an analytical perspective; then we will define the concept of narrative
and its components, and finally, we will provide a proposal grounded in implicit
derivation, which will enable the understanding of the other through the narrative point
of view. If we depict the educational relationship as interactive, its actualization requires
the teacher to understand the student as the other and empathize with them. There are also
distinct actors and stakeholders, such as families and colleagues, with whom the teacher
must establish an interactive relationship .In the second step, if we consider narrative as
a representation of events, the narrative pertains to actual events and its representation
will depend on the viewpoint from which the narrative is told. Among the elements of a
narrative, the viewpoint element allows for the shifting between characters, enabling us
to experience the perspective of various characters within the story. Accordingly, in the
end, an educational framework has been designed based on narrative and the element of
viewpoint, which we have termed the "mirror-like quality of narration," with the aim of
enhancing empathy and the understanding of others by educators.
Keywords: Teacher Education, Empathy, The "other", Narration, Mirror-like.
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Extended Abstract

The challenges facing the current state of teacher education and the necessity of
empowering teachers to engage with these challenges deeply and effectively are among
the most important priorities and concerns of those involved in teacher training. Among
these challenges, understanding the "other" and striving to enter their world is a
significant gap in our society, which has created profound difficulties in our educational
system. In the other word, the educational relationship is a deep connection that depends
on the teacher's insights about themselves, the students, and the nature of this relationship.
Therefore, presenting philosophical insights in teacher training is of particular
importance. On the other hand, the complexity of philosophical literature has led to an
unsuccessful explicit inclusion of philosophy in these programs.

This writing, considering the necessity of the former and acknowledging this failure,
aims to analyze the educational relationship and the role of the "other" within it, proposing
a new framework for presenting these philosophical insights. Accordingly, we will first
discuss the "other" and its role in the educational relationship from an analytical
perspective; then we will examine the crossroads of teacher education. In this step we will
attempt to reply to the question that which approach should be applied I teacher
education? theoretical approach or narrative/practical one? After that, we will define the
concept of narrative and its components, and finally, we will provide a proposal grounded
in implicit derivation, which will enable the understanding of the other through the
narrative point of view.

In recent years, two competing approaches to teacher education have emerged, each
with its own distinct view of teaching and its underlying insights. The debate between
these approaches, primarily conducted by their leading figures, Paul Hirst representing
the theoretical approach and Wilfred Carr guiding the practical approach, has been
analyzed from various perspectives by educational scholars. On one side of this dispute,
Hirst, emphasizing the distinction between theoretical and practical reason, considers
philosophy as belonging to theoretical reason and as an abstract activity. Therefore, he
regards any philosophical reflection and evaluation of educational activities as a
secondary activity requiring the mediation of concepts and theories. On the other side,
Carr, referencing Aristotle's view of practical reason, argues that philosophy of education
should be considered a practical philosophy. Carr believes that the functions of theoretical
reason, such as conceptual clarification and theoretical justification, cannot occur
independently of the philosopher's practical-social contexts. Therefore, theoretical
philosophy of education is meaningless when disconnected from practical reason. The
narrative/practical approach seems viable not as the exclusive method for teaching
philosophical concepts to teachers, but rather as a framework for further practicing the
understanding of these concepts. Within this framework, learned theoretical concepts can
be presented with greater depth, complexity, and varied interpretations, leading to more
direct, lasting, and meaningful experiences for teachers.

After define the concept of narrative and its components, and finally, we will provide
a proposal grounded in implicit derivation, which will enable the understanding of the
other through the narrative point of view. If we depict the educational relationship as
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interactive, its actualization requires the teacher to understand the student as the other and
empathize with them. There are also distinct actors and stakeholders, such as families and

colleagues, with whom the teacher must establish an interactive relationship .In the

second step, if we consider narrative as a representation of events, the narrative pertains
to actual events and its representation will depend on the viewpoint from which the
narrative is told. Among the elements of a narrative, the viewpoint element allows for the
shifting between characters, enabling us to experience the perspective of various
characters within the story. The interplay between revelation, concealment, and the
shifting position of the narrating mirror creates a significant characteristic in the narrative:
the ability to address the "other." This "other," while possessing a different spatiotemporal
context, also possesses distinct psychological and cosmological attributes. It is as if within
a single narrative with two characters, at least two narratives are coexisting. Each of these
narratives is expressed through different spatiotemporal, psychological, and cosmological
lenses, thus conveying different accounts.

Accordingly, in the end, an educational framework has been designed based on
narrative and the element of viewpoint, which we have termed the "mirror-like quality of
narration," with the aim of enhancing empathy and the understanding of others by
educators.

This shift in perspective can reduce the teacher's anger and frustration in a specific
educational situation. It also creates an opportunity to reflect on the entire educational
context and potential actions for the teacher. This empowers them to be better prepared
for future encounters with similar situations and to consider alternative actions.
Furthermore, in some instances, by changing their perspective and re-evaluating a critical
educational situation, the teacher may discover viable solutions that could have been
implemented to resolve the complex and intricate challenges of the situation.

It seems that other components of narrative, such as time and coherence, also offer
possibilities for philosophical discussions and explorations. Recognizing these
capabilities and designing activities in teacher education based on them can contribute to
enriching the philosophical dimension of teacher training and, ultimately, to instilling
profound perspectives in teachers. At the same time, the dependence of these types of
projects on skills and abilities such as narrative writing is among the obstacles facing this
reform movement. This obstacle prevents some teachers who do not possess this
capability from participating in the project. Selecting appropriate educational stories
seems to be a suitable solution to mitigate this obstacle.
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Abstract

Art education for Iran’s teachers in the schooling system—and the lack of a fitting
philosophical foundation for it—remains problematic. Using an analytical-inferential
method, this study examines Maxine Greene’s works to outline a perspective for art
education for Iran’s teachers. The analysis shows that art can play three core roles in
education: first, in the cognitive domain, it opens new horizons and cultivates the social
imagination; second, in the moral domain, it fosters wide-awakeness, sensitivity to the
situation of the other, and intersubjectivity; and third, in the practical domain, it provides
a basis for social action and engagement in transforming the prevailing conditions. On
this basis, an arts-centered curriculum should rest on sustained interaction among a
philosophy of education, aesthetic experience, and moral responsibility. The practical
implication is that teachers, grounded in such a foundation, can design transformative
learning opportunities. Future research can investigate mechanisms for translating this
philosophical outlook into teacher-education programs and into educational and
curricular strategies.
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Extended Abstract

Art education for teachers in Iran’s schooling system remains problematic. On the one
hand, the issue stems from the marginalization of the arts under function-oriented, test-
driven policies; on the other, from the absence of clear philosophical foundations to
explain the “why” and “how” of art education. Using an analytical—inferential method
and a systematic reading of Maxine Greene’s works, this study seeks to offer a credible
outlook for the art education of Iranian teachers and to show how the arts—as a legitimate
mode of understanding and world-making—can provide a basis for transformative
learning. The article’s focus is not on practical prescriptions but on a conceptual
formulation of the problem and on clarifying the internal relation among educational
philosophy, aesthetic experience, and moral responsibility.

In the first part, through a critical review of the status of the arts in educational systems,
the article shows that neglecting the qualitative capacities of the arts reduces them to
decorative activities and weakens their connections with symbolic understanding, the
cultivation of imagination, and the formation of shared horizons of meaning. In the
educational context of Iran, this situation converges with educational modernization, the
dominance of imported models (especially behaviorism and positivism), and a rupture
with indigenous traditions; in the absence of a coherent educational philosophy, it has
resulted in theoretical and practical uncertainty in school art education and in teacher
preparation.

An analysis of official documents reflects the same void. An examination of the
Teacher's Guide for Art in Primary Education—one of the few official texts in this
domain—shows that the guide offers no clear philosophical/educational grounding and,
instead of articulating foundations, largely limits itself to lists of general goals and
activities. Consequently, the relation among aims, methods, and assessment remains
vague in the context of art education. Even the guide’s explicit reference to an “art
education approach,” without sufficient theoretical explanation, in practice reinforces this
ambiguity.

The article then identifies teacher education as the axis of problematization in art
education: a shortage of well-trained teachers and the absence of meaningful pathways
for professional development are among the most significant obstacles to realizing a
credible approach in art classrooms. A review of domestic studies confirms these
challenges and shows that, even where acceptable content is formulated, the lack of
capable teachers and clear preparation models loosens the link between ideas and
practice; hence the need for a careful appraisal of existing art-teacher education programs.

To answer the problem conceptually, the article turns to Maxine Greene’s educational
philosophy. At the ontological level, Greene understands the human being as a subject in
the making and the world as an open horizon of possibilities; learners and teachers are
formed in relation to the world and to others, and the arts are among the meaningful ways
of shaping these relations. At the epistemological level, aesthetic experience is regarded
as a way of knowing: the arts, by introducing “shocks to perception and opening new
possibilities for seeing and saying, awaken perceptual sensibilities and create novel
pathways for judgment and understanding. At the axiological level, moral/social
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imagination is central: the capacity to “see the world from another’s perspective,” to build
intersubjectivity, and to assume responsibility in the public sphere. Taken together, these
three layers provide a conceptual basis for understanding art education as a process of
cultivating imagination, moral sensitivity, and social agency.

The article’s central claim is that a responsible response to the current state of art-
teacher education in Iran first requires a philosophical-educational groundwork on the
basis of which a credible and warranted view of art education can be formulated. The
focus on Greene matters because it enables answers to foundational questions of aims,
principles, and perspectives in art education and moves the field from a state of drift
toward an ethical-social horizon. Within this framework—and without entering into
detailed practical recommendations—the article shows how the internal connection
among educational philosophy, aesthetic experience, and moral responsibility can
undergird a renewed understanding of art education and redefine the relations of the arts
with learning, self—other, and the world.

In conclusion, the article insists that the problem of art education in Iran is, above all,
a problem of foundations: the lack of a clear philosophical account of what art education
is and why it matters leads to ambiguity in design and practice. A Greenean reading, as a
conceptual apparatus, makes it possible to grasp the arts not as the periphery of education
but as an authentic mode for opening horizons of perception, cultivating social
imagination, and shaping shared values in the public space—a mode that takes on
meaning in relation to teacher education and that clarifies the conversation about the aims
and principles of art education.
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Abstract

The aim of the present research is to define and introduce “Philosophy of Comparative
Education” as one of the branches of the field of Philosophy of Education. To achieve this
goal, a conceptual analysis method (interpretation of concepts, conceptualization, and
evaluation of the structure of concepts) has been used. Accordingly, the research first
defines the concept, then outlines its functions, and finally explains the process of
Philosophy of Comparative Education. The findings of the study show that Philosophy of
Comparative Education refers to philosophical reflection on education from a
comparative perspective. The function of this philosophy is to bring the dominant
educational philosophies in different educational systems closer together. The process of
Philosophy of Comparative Education includes selection, recognition, comparison, and
synthesis. In the final section of the paper, a proposal is made for the establishment of a
branch of Philosophy of Comparative Education.
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Extended Abstract

This article aims to formulate and introduce Comparative Philosophy of Education as a
distinct subfield within the broader discipline of philosophy of education. Drawing on
conceptual analysis (based on the Coombs & Daniels model), the study defines the
concept, function, and process of this emerging domain. It responds to the theoretical
deficiency in comparative educational philosophy—particularly within Iranian academic
contexts—and seeks to establish a foundation for its development.

The first section explores three philosophical orientations—Perennial Philosophy,
Global Philosophy, and Comparative Philosophy—to clarify the conceptual position of
Comparative Philosophy of Education. Perennial Philosophy emphasizes intuitive access
to a singular, timeless truth; Global Philosophy seeks to synthesize shared elements across
traditions to construct a new, inclusive framework; and Comparative Philosophy focuses
on engaging diverse traditions through juxtaposition without aiming for synthesis or
unity. Unlike the first two, Comparative Philosophy of Education reflects philosophically
on educational phenomena through comparative reasoning.

The article then defines Comparative Philosophy of Education as a subfield of
philosophy of education, with a scope that includes the comparison of thinkers, schools
of thought, concepts, topics, and educational systems. Its primary function is to bring
dominant educational philosophies into dialogue and foster mutual understanding. The
author critiques exclusivist and incommensurability-based objections, arguing for the
possibility of constructing a shared philosophical language that enables meaningful
engagement across traditions.

The process of Comparative Philosophy of Education is articulated in four stages:
selection, recognition, comparison, and creation. Selection involves identifying
appropriate traditions or thinkers based on shared concerns; recognition requires deep,
unbiased understanding of each side’s foundational texts and principles; comparison
entails identifying real—not superficial—commonalities and differences, with attention
to historical and cultural context; and creation refers not to synthesis, but to the emergence
of a “third position”—a novel philosophical insight that transcends both original
frameworks.

The article illustrates this final stage through examples such as Henry Corbin’s
comparative study of Islamic and Western philosophy, and the author’s own work on Plato
and Farabi. In both cases, comparative inquiry reveals latent dimensions of each tradition
and generates new philosophical perspectives. This “third position” is not a fusion of
ideas, but a reflective product of the comparative encounter—an interpretive lens that
enriches understanding of both self and other.

In the discussion section, the author situates Comparative Philosophy of Education
within a broader historical and institutional context. Inspired by Mason Orsel’s 1930s call
for comparative philosophy as a scientific endeavor, the article argues that educational
philosophy must likewise become comparative—positioning itself in relation to both
Western and Eastern traditions. The current isolation of Iranian philosophy of education
from global discourses is identified as a critical barrier. The author calls on the Iranian
Association for Philosophy of Education to take leadership in formally establishing this
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subfield, developing curricula, launching graduate programs, and organizing international
conferences.

Ultimately, Comparative Philosophy of Education is presented not only as a scholarly
endeavor but as a philosophy of peace—one that invites educational systems into dialogue
through the shared human condition. By foregrounding “human existence” as a universal
point of convergence, this field can facilitate intercultural understanding, mutual critique,
and the co-construction of a global philosophy of education. Iranian scholars must
actively contribute to this process, offering their insights, refining them through dialogue,
and positioning their perspectives within the global intellectual landscape.
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Abstract

The teacher education institution in Iran, first established in Dar al-Mo ‘allem and later in
the Higher Teachers’ College, was initially shaped by the social philosophy of
overcoming backwardness through the expansion of public education. In its early years,
it benefited from leading intellectual figures and special employment privileges for
graduates. However, from the 1950s onward, its status declined and has since failed to
regain prominence, resulting in institutional fragmentation. This study, using a historical—
analytical method, examines the philosophy and position of teacher education in Iran and
identifies the main factors behind its decline. Key causes include: the absorption of the
Higher Teachers’ College into the University of Tehran and the transfer of its resources
to other faculties; American consultants’ policies favoring short-term training over
residential colleges; removal of employment advantages for teacher graduates; reliance
on quantitative and imported educational models detached from school needs;
prioritization of research over teacher preparation; and the separation of the Ministries of
Education and Higher Education, which widened the gap between academic knowledge
and classroom practice. These developments institutionalized a sense of inferiority in the
philosophy of teacher education that continues to shape the field today.

Keywords: History of teacher education; Philosophy of teacher education; Higher
Teachers’ College; Educational policy; American influence; Educational knowledge

! Received: 2025-08-28 Revised: 2025-09-11 Accepted: 2025-09-16 Published: 2025-09-21
2 Associate Professor, Department of Foundations of Education, Faculty of Psychology and Educational Sciences,

University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Email: Siravani@ut.ac.ir


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6192-4149

1A VE o ol g les ¥ oylois A Jlus

Extended Abstract

The development of teacher training institutions in Iran was closely tied to the social
philosophy of overcoming underdevelopment through the expansion of public education.
Owing to the nascent nature of higher education institutions, these establishments enjoyed
a privileged social status and considerable governmental support. The Higher Teachers’
College attracted some of the most distinguished scholars of its time, and its graduates
benefited from exclusive employment advantages. However, a historical review of the
Teachers’ College and universities in Iran reveals a steady decline in the status of teacher
training institutions throughout the 1950s and 1960s, a regression from which they have
yet to recover. The position and academic standing of the Higher Teachers’ Training
Institute and its faculty—from its foundation in 1928 up until the early 1960s—compared
to the subsequent decades, indicate a significant institutional fragmentation and erosion
of prestige. This study, employing a historical-analytical approach, seeks to examine the
status of teacher training institutions in Iran, the underlying philosophy governing them,
and the factors that contributed to their diminished standing. The findings indicate that
the combined effect of several factors led the Higher Teachers’ College—considered the
emblem of teacher training in Iran—toward a state of weakness and eventual dissolution,
embedding a sense of inferiority within the philosophy of teacher education: 1) The
establishment of the University of Tehran in 1934, accompanied by the conversion of the
Higher Teachers’ College into an affiliated institution and the transfer of its material and
intellectual resources to the Faculties of Literature and Science; 2) The decisions of
American advisors to the Plan Organization during the drafting of development programs,
which deemed the three-year teacher training courses unnecessary and recommended the
dissolution of primary teacher colleges in favor of one-year teacher training programs for
prioritization of technical and medical fields to promote the country’s economic
development; 3) The elimination of all special privileges previously granted to teaching
graduates under the pretext of standardizing civil service benefits; 4) The transformation
of the cultural-educational identity of the teacher training system through education
policies emphasizing the dissemination of quantitative-oriented pedagogical knowledge
and the promotion of American educators’ perspectives at the expense of addressing the
actual needs of schools and the practical requirements of teaching in Iran; 5) "Prioritizing
research activities over teacher education and eliminating the teacher training mandate
from the objectives of the Faculty of Educational Sciences at the University of Tehran.";
6) The institutional separation of the Ministry of Education from the Ministry of Science
and Higher Education, while liberating university scholars from the previously
demeaning attitudes of cultural administrators, simultaneously introduced a structural
disjunction between school curricula and university programs. This fragmentation has
consequently constrained the professional engagement of university faculty and
progressively alienated them from the practical needs of the educational system that could
otherwise benefit from their expertise. At present, this persistent divide is manifested in
the profound misalignment between the Ministry of Education and the educational
demands of society, on the one hand, and faculties of educational sciences along with
their academic research and scholarly contributions, on the other.
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Metaphysical -Epistemological Paradigm: Explanation and Critique of the
Philosophical Basis of Policy Making in Iran's Teacher Education:
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Abstract

The metaphysical nature of truth, as one of the most important and influential axes in the
realm of philosophy and philosophizing, has left tremendous effects on other parts of
philosophy, including epistemology and axiology. The philosophers in order to justify
their desired epistemological beliefs, returns to the ontological themes of truth and by
citing the strength of their ontological beliefs, they give credibility to their
epistemological themes and beliefs. This effect can be witnessed in the form of the
appearance of a proposition called "justified true belief" in the epistemological
discussions of classical and modern philosophies. On the other hand, the documents of
development of Iran’s education and training system, which has a metaphysical realist
nature, also refer to knowledge that should be considered in pedagogies, including in the
teacher training system, and should be this point pointed out that the knowledge that is
given to teachers in the form of curricula and pedagogy is a knowledge affected by the
realistic metaphysical requirements of Islamic philosophy. In this article, we will point
out what approach is based on the knowledge derived from the ontological-metaphysical
basis of Islamic philosophy, which governs policy-making in the field of teacher training
in the form of the theoretical foundations of upper-level documents of the education and
training system, and what is this approach of knowledge. It will leave consequences on
the pedagogy of teacher training and what kind of criticism is there.
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Extended Abstract

Creativity is one of the characteristics of the educational system, especially the higher
education system, which is dynamic and goes beyond change or reform. As the word
creativity suggests, creation or production is one of the goals of creativity in a system.
Although this word is used frequently in educational programs, formulated goals,
upstream documents of the educational system, etc., true creativity is actually one of the
least evaluable outputs of the higher education system, especially teacher education in
Iran. One of the reasons for this deficiency should be considered the Iranian higher
education system's foundation on transcendental-metaphysical realism. In a way, it is no
longer possible to view the university or the teacher education system as a place
(geographical location) that has its own endogenous, natural, and inherent potential.

The metaphysical nature of truth, as one of the most important and influential axes of
the realm of philosophy and philosophizing, has left a tremendous impact on other parts
of philosophy, including epistemology and value theory. As the proponents of philosophy
also turn to the ontological themes of truth to justify their desired epistemological beliefs,
and by citing the strength of their ontological beliefs, they give validity to their
epistemological themes and beliefs. For this reason, the greatest impact of ontological
realism on the issue of knowledge and epistemology can be traced. This impact can be
witnessed in the form of the emergence of a proposition called "justified true belief" in
the epistemological discussions of classical and modern philosophies. On the other hand,
the developmental documents of the Iranian education system, which have a
metaphysically realistic nature, also refer to knowledge that must be considered in
pedagogies, including in the teacher training system. It should be noted that the
knowledge that is given to teachers in the form of curricula and pedagogy is knowledge
influenced by the metaphysically realistic requirements of Islamic philosophy.

This article, while explaining the characteristics and components of linear thinking and
the linear approach to knowledge on the one hand and explaining the inherent limitations
of this approach in the context of pedagogy on the other, criticizes policy-making in the
teacher education system and ultimately presents solutions to overcome the limitations of
policy-making based on the linear approach to thinking and knowledge as follows:

-Strengthening systemic thinking in student teachers and considering the problems and
challenges facing teaching and learning as part of a larger system and improving feedback
mechanisms from teaching and learning processes and continuously evaluating the results
obtained from them.

- Accepting ambiguities, doubts and questions and rejecting certainty regarding the
validity of scientific and epistemological findings and accepting the existence of various
solutions to solve problems and respond to ambiguities.

- Encouraging creativity in pedagogy, or in other words, welcoming unconventional
and new actions, events and approaches. True creativity is in the manifestation of the
natural and endogenous talents of the educational system, which is the source of its own
transformation, not based on external and commanding necessities arising from the
principles of metaphysics governing the educational system. True creativity occurs by
breaking with history and not repeating past failures and achievements. The essence of
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creativity is in breaking with history and discontinuity from the past. Where a break or
failure occurs, a new plan is launched.

- Welcoming diverse non-linear scientific approaches and perspectives, including the
interdisciplinary approach and the knowledge-integrated approach, in developing
curriculum content focused on pedagogy.

- Challenging scientific assumptions based on a linear approach to knowledge.
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Abstract

This article aims to examine three fundamental issues relevant to the field of teacher
preparation. The first centers on the contradiction between self-determination and strict
determinism. Effective teaching requires space for self-realization and professional
individuality; therefore, the crucial question is whether the current teacher education
systems enable future teachers to discover and develop their unique capabilities, or
whether these systems, instead, prioritize external standards and homogeneous criteria
over personal qualities and preferences. The second issue addresses the potential value
conflict between teachers and students. In today’s diverse classrooms, differences in
values and belief systems can hinder the formation of shared cultural and educational
experiences. Such contradictions create situations where teachers’ actions are limited by
the need to navigate between competing worldviews, making educational encounters less
predictable and more complex. The third issue explores the tension between instructional
strategies focused on persuasion versus those encouraging genuine dialogue. This raises
a fundamental question about educational practice: should teacher-student interaction aim
to persuade students to adopt designated perspectives, or should it foster open dialogue
that acknowledges and values differing viewpoints? Ultimately, these contradictions are
deeply embedded in the practice of education itself. By preparing teachers for
unpredictable and diverse contexts, teacher education must address these dilemmas,
recognizing that rigid or purely prescriptive approaches may be self-defeating and
undermine the goal of nurturing adaptable, reflective, and authentic educators.
Keywords: Education system, teacher training system, value system
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Extended Abstract

Teacher preparation is a persistent challenge for educational systems, particularly in
centralized structures that seek to control every aspect of students’ learning. In such
contexts, teachers act as agents for implementing national goals via centrally designed
curricula. While monopolizing teacher education may appear logical, it presents three
interrelated challenges:

l. The problem of “being a teacher” and agency
2. Conflicts between student and adult value systems
3. The nature of teacher—student interaction in indeterminate school environments

1. The Problem of “Being a Teacher”

Using the metaphor “self-as-teacher” (Lily, 2021), the paper argues that preparing the
system’s “ideal teacher” often suppresses personal identity and assumes a fixed “self.” In
reality, selthood is dynamic, formed through interaction and evolving with experience.

This raises the question of teacher agency. Drawing on Haakonssen & Harris (2010),
the text contrasts hard determinism—seeing humans as fully constrained by external
causes—with soft determinism, which acknowledges the ability to act against impulses
through reason. Fully centralized, residential teacher education that manages all candidate
experiences risks creating what Reid called a “non-self-acting agent.”

In practice, teachers face a dilemma: they want to help students become socially and
morally integrated individuals, yet some behavioral issues seem beyond control. While
targeted interventions (e.g., individual support for disadvantaged students) can help, the
deeper question is whether the system truly believes teachers shape themselves or are
shaped entirely by external directives.

2. Conflict of Value Systems
The second challenge stems from the mismatch between the values of children and
adolescents and those of adults and official schooling. If schools teach content perceived
as irrelevant to real life, students disengage. Shunk (2011) advises aligning teaching
with real-life goals—skills like making friends, self-expression, or later-life
competencies such as driving.

Recent PISA results (OECD, 2023) show declining performance in maths, science, and
reading since 2012, suggesting not cognitive decline but a loss of trust in schooling and
a widening gap between school content and students’ aspirations. Greene (1981)
emphasized guiding learners toward desired mental states, but such states may not be
valued by students themselves.

Shunk identifies five guiding questions:

1. Can students learn the intended material?

2. Is it teachable?

3. Which methods are most effective?

4. Are these methods feasible under constraints?

5. Are school goals aligned with students’ real-life aims?

Neglecting these fuels resistance and detachment, as school experiences fail to connect
with students’ lived realities.
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3. Teacher—Student Interaction

The third issue involves what forms of interaction are possible in this value-conflicted
context. Viewing teaching as cultural enrichment (Sen, 2021), the paper notes that if
teachers and students have divergent answers to “What are schools for?” sustained
dialogue falters.

Walton’s (2007) six dialogue types—persuasion, information seeking, negotiation,
inquiry, eristic, deliberation—highlight that most school discourse is persuasion-based,
often sliding into monologue. Bereiter’s (2010) concept of knowledge building shows
that only certain dialogue types, such as inquiry, foster new knowledge. Persuasion-
centered interaction limits depth and ownership of learning.

Conclusion

The underlying difficulty in teacher preparation lies in the system’s unclear answer to
Greene’s question: What are schools for? When neither students nor institutions share a
clear vision, contradictions emerge in preparing teachers.

The three challenges are connected:

. Narrow concepts of teacher identity weaken agency.
. Misaligned value systems cause disengagement.
. Limited dialogue restricts knowledge creation.

Teacher preparation thus risks becoming an effort to train educators for uncertain,
mismatched school realities. Shunk (2011) proposes aligning curricula with students’
genuine interests and life goals as the most viable path. For many students, the central
value is life itself—experienced joyfully and directly.

Schools, and by extension teacher education, must balance delivering official
curriculum values with respecting and integrating student preferences. Only by bridging
this divide can teacher preparation equip educators to create meaningful learning in
dynamic, contested educational settings.
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Abstract

The present article aims to understand how Gabriel Marcel's philosophical perspective
influences and applies in creating Assertiveness skill by the teacher. The approach of this
study is an analytical-deductive method. In this way, a careful analysis of Gabriel Marcel's
theories allows for conclusions about the skill of Assertiveness. According to the insights
gained from Marcel's theories, in the topic of secondary reflection, not having a vertical
and utilitarian view and recognizing the identity and universal individuality; in the topic
of problem and mystery, conscious empathy and acting towards universal growth and
excellence, loyally and responsibly are among the requirements for developing the skill
of courage. Also, based on the category of being and having; the absence of an
instrumental attitude based on dominance and subordination in the teaching-learning
process; forming an emotional connection combined with love and leading to a
commitment to generously accompany the learner, can lay the groundwork for the
aforementioned skill. In the I-you relationship, accepting the recipient as a unique
individual, with all their strengths and weaknesses, preserves the recipient's inherent
dignity as a prerequisite for acting courageously. Establishing a connection with the
learner as a valuable and free individual, being at her disposal out of desire and love, and
constantly striving to combat obstacles to achieving this goal are among the things that
were taken from the topic of readiness and availability in relation to developing the skill
of Assertiveness. To create and strengthen the effective and important skill of
Assertiveness, in addition to the teacher's ethical attitude and behavior as an effective
model in relation to the learner, the training and institutionalization of the points stated
depend on the teacher's skill and scientific ability to design and apply programs, methods,
content, and challenging and active assignments in a principled and consistent manner,
and to link them with the realities of the learner's life through mental and practical
exercises. On the other hand, the principled empowerment of teachers in terms of attitude
and knowledge is not possible without providing the ground and considering the
requirements of this matter by policymakers and trustees of the education system.
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Therefore, regardless of any instrumental and political view, and considering the gap that
exists in this field, this matter should be prioritized.
Keyword: Philosophical theories, Gabriel Marcel, Assertiveness skill, Teacher

Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study examines how Gabriel Marcel's philosophical theories influence and apply
them in creating Assertiveness skill by teachers. Numerous research results indicate that
assertiveness training is important due to its individual and social consequences and
impacts. Therefore, this article examines why and how discussions derived from Gabriel
Marcel's philosophical theory can be effective in creating and strengthening assertiveness
skills. It uses an analytical-deductive methodology to analyze and deduce Marcel's
philosophical theory. The focus of this article is on the subject of secondary reflection
and primary reflection; problem and mystery; I-You Relationship; being and having;
accessibility and inaccessibility in order to examine why and how to utilize these subjects
in teaching Assertiveness skill.

Methodology

The approach of this study is an analytical-deductive method. This is a qualitative method.
The analytical research method is one of the most important research methods in various
sciences, which allows researchers to gain deeper insights into complex phenomena by
examining and analyzing existing data. The deductive research method is a top-down
approach that starts with a theory and then derives insights from this theory that are
relevant to the topic at hand.

Findings
Teaching the skill of Assertiveness, based on the main Subject of Gabriel Marcel's
philosophical theory:
1. Inthe subject of secondary reflection; not having a vertical and utilitarian view
and recognizing universal identity and individuality; lays the groundwork for
developing the skill of Assertiveness.

2. In the issue of problem and mystery; conscious empathy and acting towards
inclusive growth and excellence, loyally and responsibly, are among the
requirements for developing the skill of Assertiveness.

3. Based on the category of being and not being, an instrumental attitude can be
based on dominance and subordination in the teaching-learning process;
forming an emotional connection combined with love and trying hard to
accompany the learner can be the basis for this skill.

4. Accepting Learner as a unique individual, taking into account all their
strengths and weaknesses, can help preserve their inherent dignity and pave
the way for them to act courageously.
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5. Interacting with the learner as a valuable and free individual, being available
out of desire and love, and constantly trying to fight this issue are among the
things that are taken from the category of being ready and being in relation to
building the skill of Assertiveness.

The following is very important for teaching and institutionalizing the skill of
Assertiveness:

1. The impact of the teacher's ethical attitude and behavior as an influential
model in relation to the learner

2. The teacher's scientific skills and capabilities to design and implement
principled and consistent programs, methods, content, and challenging and
active assignments.

3. Connecting programs and assignments to the realities of life is comprehensive,
through mental and practical exercises.

4. Exercises for emotional and cognitive awareness of the challenges and
consequences of each type of relationship.

Conclusion
The results of the research reveals that for effective teaching of assertiveness skills, the
teacher must first of all have scientific, emotional, and attitudinal capacity. This requires
a non-instrumental, empathetic, and non-commanding view of higher-level officials
towards teachers, and as a result, a principled and logical foundation for carrying out this
important task. However, the results of research in this field are not very satisfactory.
Finally, the present study, considering the role of the teacher in advancing assertiveness
skills training, recommends:

e Using effective and action-based approaches and methods in empowering
teachers

e Conducting research to analyze and criticize the factors and obstacles to
teacher empowerment in various fields.

e Rational and unbiased use of relevant and influential global theories
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to address the application and philosophical role of
mathematics. It seeks to demonstrate that mathematics education can contribute
to the improvement of thinking and the development of students’ philosophical
disposition. To achieve this objective, the analytical-inferential method has been
employed. In this research, by reviewing the foundations of two approaches in
mathematics education—absolutism and constructivism—we have inferred their
philosophical functions. Absolutist mathematics education ought to convey: the
effort to understand fixed rules, the value of transmission and communication,
avoidance of superficiality, and the re-descriptive nature of being. Constructivist
mathematics education, on the other hand, ought to communicate: the acceptance
of theories as justified beliefs, the constructive power of the human mind,
conscious participatory interaction, and the genealogical examination of topics
and concepts. These principles are not contradictory but rather complementary
on a continuum. Based on the findings, in an optimal state, the relationship
between philosophical foundations and mathematics education will unfold in two
stages. First, philosophical foundations guide the process of education and
consequently the teaching of mathematics. That is, diverse philosophical
approaches direct the choice of objectives, the development of content, methods
of instruction, the roles of teacher and student, and ultimately, assessment in
mathematics education. Second, mathematics education guided by philosophical
foundations will shape the philosophical disposition of students. This constitutes
an ongoing cycle, since the mind develops dynamically and thought becomes
generative.
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Extended Abstract

This study examines the philosophical foundations of mathematics education, specifically
investigating how different pedagogical approaches can shape students' cognitive
development and philosophical character. The research employs an analytical-deductive
methodology to compare two fundamental epistemological perspectives in mathematics
education: absolutism and constructivism. The study focuses on these contrasting
approaches because they represent the primary philosophical divisions in mathematics
education. Absolutism: Views mathematical knowledge as consisting of fixed,
transcendental truths that exist independently of human cognition. Constructivism:
Considers mathematical understanding as relative and shaped by temporal, spatial, and
cultural factors

Research Questions:

I. How does an absolutist approach to mathematics education contribute to the
formation and development of students' philosophical character?
2. How does a constructivist approach foster the cultivation of philosophical

thinking through mathematics education?

The Absolutist Perspective in Mathematics Education

The absolutist paradigm originates from the ontological belief in perfect, immutable
entities. This epistemological position maintains that science has two fundamental
responsibilities: (1) the discovery of these eternal truths, and (2) their systematic
transmission. Within this framework, mathematics emerges as the quintessential
discipline for uncovering fixed, a priori truths through its precise definitions and
invariable rules. Absolutist mathematics education manifests in two primary instructional
approaches: Direct transmission of established mathematical knowledge; Guided
exploration of predefined concepts and principles. In both methods, the essential
objective remains students' mastery of fundamental mathematical competencies. The
teacher assumes the role of knowledge authority, presenting mathematical truths that
students are expected to assimilate without challenging their validity. Philosophical
Implications for Character Development:

1. The search for understanding fixed rules.: Cultivates disciplined thinking
oriented toward comprehending absolute mathematical principles
2. The value of Epistemological Transmission: Emphasizes the value of

accurately receiving and internalizing established knowledge

3. Avoid superficiality (Depth of Understanding): Encourages thorough
investigation of mathematical structures to transcend superficial comprehension

4. The redefining nature of existence: Develops the ability to represent complex
realities through mathematical formalization
The Constructivist Approach in Mathematics Education
Constructivism fundamentally reconceptualizes knowledge acquisition as an active
process of meaning-making rather than passive reception. This epistemological
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framework posits that knowledge emerges through cognitive self-organization, where
learners construct mental models to organize their experiential world rather than seeking
to mirror an objective reality. Dual Perspectives on Mathematical Knowledge: 1-Radical
Constructivism: Maintains mathematical knowledge as contextually justified belief
systems, fundamentally challenging absolutist notions of mathematical truth. 2-Moderate
Constructivism: While acknowledging human construction of knowledge, preserves the
ontological possibility of mind-independent reality while recognizing its epistemological
inaccessibility. This epistemological stance fosters intellectual humility - the recognition
that all knowledge claims are inherently provisional, thereby discouraging dogmatic
adherence to any particular viewpoint. Philosophical Implications for Character
Formation:

1. Fallibilist Disposition:

Cultivates an understanding of scientific theories as provisional hypotheses,
discourages ideological rigidity while promoting critical engagement with knowledge
claims

2. The constructive power of the human mind:

Enhances intellectual self-efficacy by emphasizing the mind's constructive capacities,
fosters innovative thinking through active knowledge creation processes

3. Conscious participatory interaction:

Encourages interdisciplinary dialogue and cooperative knowledge-building, develops
skills in team-based problem solving and peer learning

4, Genealogical study of topics and concepts.:

Engenders awareness of conceptual evolution across temporal contexts, what were the
factors that led to the interest in the subject? and What were its competing topics.

The research reveals that absolutist and constructivist approaches in mathematics
education maintain a complementary rather than antagonistic relationship. This
complementarity manifests through their respective contributions to cultivating a robust
philosophical character. Finally For effective character development through
mathematics education, the study recommends:

e Comprehensive training in both philosophical traditions
e Cultivation of positive dispositions toward both approaches
e Implicit cultivation of intellectual virtues through mathematical practice
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Abstract

This article aims to outline a perspective on the mission of the philosopher of education
in Iran by examining the philosophical challenges posed by artificial intelligence (Al) in
the field of education. Moving beyond superficial debates, the study focuses on
understanding the nature of Al while emphasizing responsibility and foresight, thereby
exploring the possibility of distinguishing between “authentic education” and “pseudo-
education” at three levels: individual, social, and educational governance. The study
adopts a critical approach and employs thematic analysis to examine selected texts
published in leading international journals of philosophy of education. The research data
consist of sixteen articles published between 2021 and 2025. The inclusion criteria were
the presence of the term “artificial intelligence” in the title, abstract, or keywords, along
with an explicit engagement with fundamental questions and paradigmatic shifts in
education. The findings indicate that continuous questioning, openness to the
potentialities of Al, and the formulation of fundamental educational questions—while
taking local considerations into account—are key imperatives that philosophers of
education in Iran must place at the center of their intellectual engagement, thereby
avoiding superficial inquiries and neglect of context-specific challenges.
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Extended Abstract

This article, entitled “The Mission of the Philosopher of Education and the Question of
Artificial Intelligence: A Glance at Iran”, seeks to critically reconsider the relationship
between philosophy of education and the transformations driven by artificial intelligence
(AD). The central concern is to clarify the mission of philosophers of education in an era
where Al technologies are rapidly reshaping key concepts such as learning, human
identity, critical thinking, and educational justice. Based on a thematic analysis of sixteen
articles published in leading journals of philosophy of education between 2021 and 2025,
the study identifies three core dimensions of this mission:

The Individual Dimension: AI threatens learners’ critical thinking and cognitive
independence by fostering what the paper terms “outsourced thinking.” The philosopher
of education must defend authentic education against the rise of “quasi-education,” which
reduces learners to passive consumers of algorithmic outputs.

The Social Dimension: Contrary to common claims, Al often deepens rather than reduces
educational inequalities. It divides learners into “consumers” in underprivileged contexts
and “creators” in elite settings, thereby reinforcing structural injustices. Philosophers of
education should highlight these risks and advocate for educational justice and social
cohesion.

The Governance Dimension: In Iran, policy discourses around Al remain superficial,
contradictory, and constrained by political, cultural, and infrastructural limitations. Here,
philosophers of education can play a “lantern-bearing” role, akin to Kant’s vision of the
philosophical faculty, by bringing ethical, cultural, and philosophical insights into
policymaking processes.

The article argues that a critical understanding of what Al is must precede any practical
engagement with it. Without such theoretical and philosophical groundwork, responsible
educational responses to Al remain impossible. At the same time, the philosopher of
education should not merely sound alarms; rather, they must identify and orient the
potential benefits of Al toward fostering authentic human education. With specific regard
to Iran, the study highlights the relative absence of philosophical engagement with Al in
the local discourse. While international scholarship raises fundamental questions
concerning epistemic trust, the aims of education, and the future of the university, Iranian
contributions tend to remain at a practical or instrumental level. This calls for a “renewal”
of philosophy of education in Iran—one that transcends academic insularity and engages
directly with social, political, and ethical challenges.

In conclusion, the article frames the mission of the philosopher of education in the age
of Al around two guiding pillars: Socratic questioning and Kantian responsibility.
Together, these pillars safeguard authentic education from being reduced to algorithmic
training, defend justice against market-driven inequities, and ensure that human moral
and cognitive agency is preserved. This vision, particularly within the Iranian context of
infrastructural constraints and cultural tensions, underscores the urgency of a proactive
and context-sensitive philosophy of education.
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Abstract

Childhood, particularly in its early years, represents one of the most sensitive stages of human
development, during which many cognitive, emotional, social, and moral foundations are
established. At this stage, the family, and especially parents, are the primary and most influential
agents in a child’s upbringing. The purpose of this study is to examine the concept of the “Parents’
School” as an intermediary institution between the family and the educational system, and as a
platform for empowering parents. Drawing upon the foundations of emergentism and employing
the method of inferential analysis, this research redefines the theoretical, philosophical, and
practical dimensions of this notion, thereby designing a systemic, interdisciplinary, and context-
based framework for parental education within the lived reality of family life. The findings indicate
that, within the framework of emergentism, the Parents’ School can be recognized as a participatory
and intersubjective educational arena—an environment in which parents’ learning emerges through
a complex network of lived experiences, interpersonal interactions, critical reflection, and
engagement with cultural and generational differences. Contrary to linear and reductionist models,
this space is grounded in the emergence of novel qualities arising from the dynamic and multi-
directional interactions of parents with one another, with the school institution, and with their own
children. In the conceptual analysis of the Parents’ School, “parental learning” is not a one-way
transmission of knowledge, but rather a dynamic, non-linear, and meaning-making process. In this
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process, parents not only reassess their prior knowledge, but also, through social interactions and
encounters with other parents, redefine their attitudes, identities, and educational roles.
Keywords: Deductive analysis, early childhood education, parent school, emergentism.

Extended Abstract

This study explores the theoretical, philosophical, and practical reconstruction of the
“Parent School” concept as an intermediary institution between family and the formal
education system, designed to empower parents in early childhood education. Rooted in
the emergentist paradigm, the research addresses the critical developmental period of
early childhood, when cognitive, emotional, moral, and social foundations are established
and parents serve as the primary agents of upbringing. While traditional parent education
programs often emphasize linear transmission of knowledge and skills, this work
redefines parental learning as a dynamic, non-linear, meaning-making process embedded
in lived social interactions. The analysis positions the Parent School not as a
supplementary classroom, but as a participatory learning field where parents engage in
reflective dialogue, encounter diverse perspectives, and renegotiate their parental identity
and role through social and cultural exchange. Drawing on conceptual analysis and
inferential reasoning, the study synthesizes interdisciplinary literature on parenting, early
childhood development, and emergentist theory to design a systemic framework that
situates parental learning within the real-life contexts of family life. The emergentist
perspective frames the family as a living, multi-layered system where new qualities arise
from complex interactions rather than from the sum of individual parts. Within this
framework, the Parent School becomes a generative space fostering empathy, flexibility,
cultural awareness, and critical reflection—qualities that emerge from parents’ reciprocal
interactions with one another, with schools, and with their children. The methodology
employs deductive analytical techniques to extract key components of the Parent School
model from the emergentist framework, integrating philosophical underpinnings with
actionable educational strategies. The research question guiding the analysis asks how an
emergentist approach can reconceptualize parent education as a collaborative process
where the growth of parent, child, and family unfolds through dynamic interplay between
actors and contexts. Findings from previous empirical studies, systematically reviewed,
reveal significant gaps: while the literature recognizes the role of parents in child
development, few works have developed a coherent, independent framework for the
Parent School, particularly in enhancing early childhood education. Case studies and
program evaluations cited demonstrate that value-oriented and positive parenting
interventions can enhance parental self-efficacy, improve parent—child relationships, and
support family well-being across diverse contexts, including families of children with
special needs and migrant or refugee backgrounds. These outcomes underscore the
necessity of a structured yet flexible approach that integrates parental learning into
authentic life settings rather than relying on decontextualized training sessions. The
theoretical synthesis positions the Parent School as fulfilling three interrelated functions:
first, an interpretive—pedagogical function, where parents, through mutual engagement
and exposure to alternative viewpoints, reconstruct their understanding of childrearing;
second, a social function, where a network of supportive relationships builds social
capital, mutual trust, and a sense of belonging; and third, a bridging function, linking
formal education and the informal, experiential learning of the family, thereby fostering
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a shared language between parents and educators. Within the emergentist lens, learning
is situated, culturally responsive, and dialogical, occurring in fluid, open-ended contexts
where meaning is co-constructed rather than prescribed. This approach transforms parents
from passive recipients of expert advice into active co-creators of educational meaning,
capable of adapting to contemporary cultural and generational shifts. Moreover, by
facilitating sustained interaction between home and school, the Parent School can move
beyond tokenistic parental involvement towards deeper, more reciprocal partnerships that
reshape both family and institutional practices. The conceptual framework identifies key
interwoven elements: situated learning grounded in lived parental realities; critical
reflection that enables parents to transcend fixed notions of parenting; dialogic exchange
as a mechanism for mutual understanding and legitimacy; parental agency as an evolving
interpretive capacity; and cultural dynamism that acknowledges diversity in values,
norms, and identities. Together, these components form a living conceptual network
where parental identity is continuously renegotiated through participation in authentic
social contexts. The study argues that the Parent School has potential as a policy-relevant
model capable of informing new designs for educational governance that treat home and
school as complementary rather than competing domains. Its adaptability to varied socio-
cultural settings makes it a viable structure for promoting parental empowerment,
enhancing child development, and strengthening community cohesion. By reframing
parent education as an emergent, co-constructed process, this model departs from
prescriptive, skill-based workshops and instead creates an environment where parents
collaboratively generate, test, and refine educational meanings. The implications extend
beyond family—school relations, pointing to broader societal benefits: the reinforcement
of social networks, the revitalization of intergenerational connections, and the cultivation
of resilient, reflective parenting practices suited to the complexities of contemporary
childhood. Ultimately, the research concludes that the emergentist-informed Parent
School represents not merely an educational program but a transformative pedagogical
space—fluid, participatory, and deeply embedded in the socio-cultural realities of
families—that can foster enduring change in the relationships between parents, children,
schools, and the wider community. Through the lens of Emergentism, the Parent School
emerges as a living field of learning in which parents are not only recipients of knowledge
but also active participants in the creation of educational meaning. This approach ensures
that learning outcomes are directly relevant to parents’ lived realities and adaptable to
evolving social contexts. In this sense, the Parent School is both a product and a producer
of social change, embodying a shift from hierarchical, prescriptive education to
collaborative, transformative practice. The study’s comprehensive integration of
philosophical analysis, empirical evidence, and practical recommendations positions the
Parent School as an innovative response to the educational needs of the present era. By
fostering critical dialogue, strengthening social bonds, and bridging formal and informal
learning spheres, it offers a model for sustainable parental engagement that supports not
only child development but also the health and vitality of families and communities as a
whole.
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