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Abstract

The teacher education institution in Iran, first established in Dar al-Mo ‘allem and later in
the Higher Teachers’ College, was initially shaped by the social philosophy of
overcoming backwardness through the expansion of public education. In its early years,
it benefited from leading intellectual figures and special employment privileges for
graduates. However, from the 1950s onward, its status declined and has since failed to
regain prominence, resulting in institutional fragmentation. This study, using a historical—
analytical method, examines the philosophy and position of teacher education in Iran and
identifies the main factors behind its decline. Key causes include: the absorption of the
Higher Teachers’ College into the University of Tehran and the transfer of its resources
to other faculties; American consultants’ policies favoring short-term training over
residential colleges; removal of employment advantages for teacher graduates; reliance
on quantitative and imported educational models detached from school needs;
prioritization of research over teacher preparation; and the separation of the Ministries of
Education and Higher Education, which widened the gap between academic knowledge
and classroom practice. These developments institutionalized a sense of inferiority in the
philosophy of teacher education that continues to shape the field today.
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Extended Abstract

The development of teacher training institutions in Iran was closely tied to the social
philosophy of overcoming underdevelopment through the expansion of public education.
Owing to the nascent nature of higher education institutions, these establishments enjoyed
a privileged social status and considerable governmental support. The Higher Teachers’
College attracted some of the most distinguished scholars of its time, and its graduates
benefited from exclusive employment advantages. However, a historical review of the
Teachers’ College and universities in Iran reveals a steady decline in the status of teacher
training institutions throughout the 1950s and 1960s, a regression from which they have
yet to recover. The position and academic standing of the Higher Teachers’ Training
Institute and its faculty—from its foundation in 1928 up until the early 1960s—compared
to the subsequent decades, indicate a significant institutional fragmentation and erosion
of prestige. This study, employing a historical-analytical approach, seeks to examine the
status of teacher training institutions in Iran, the underlying philosophy governing them,
and the factors that contributed to their diminished standing. The findings indicate that
the combined effect of several factors led the Higher Teachers’ College—considered the
emblem of teacher training in Iran—toward a state of weakness and eventual dissolution,
embedding a sense of inferiority within the philosophy of teacher education: 1) The
establishment of the University of Tehran in 1934, accompanied by the conversion of the
Higher Teachers’ College into an affiliated institution and the transfer of its material and
intellectual resources to the Faculties of Literature and Science; 2) The decisions of
American advisors to the Plan Organization during the drafting of development programs,
which deemed the three-year teacher training courses unnecessary and recommended the
dissolution of primary teacher colleges in favor of one-year teacher training programs for
prioritization of technical and medical fields to promote the country’s economic
development; 3) The elimination of all special privileges previously granted to teaching
graduates under the pretext of standardizing civil service benefits; 4) The transformation
of the cultural-educational identity of the teacher training system through education
policies emphasizing the dissemination of quantitative-oriented pedagogical knowledge
and the promotion of American educators’ perspectives at the expense of addressing the
actual needs of schools and the practical requirements of teaching in Iran; 5) "Prioritizing
research activities over teacher education and eliminating the teacher training mandate
from the objectives of the Faculty of Educational Sciences at the University of Tehran.";
6) The institutional separation of the Ministry of Education from the Ministry of Science
and Higher Education, while liberating university scholars from the previously
demeaning attitudes of cultural administrators, simultaneously introduced a structural
disjunction between school curricula and university programs. This fragmentation has
consequently constrained the professional engagement of university faculty and
progressively alienated them from the practical needs of the educational system that could
otherwise benefit from their expertise. At present, this persistent divide is manifested in
the profound misalignment between the Ministry of Education and the educational
demands of society, on the one hand, and faculties of educational sciences along with
their academic research and scholarly contributions, on the other.
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