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Abstract

This article aims to outline a perspective on the mission of the philosopher of education
in Iran by examining the philosophical challenges posed by artificial intelligence (Al) in
the field of education. Moving beyond superficial debates, the study focuses on
understanding the nature of Al while emphasizing responsibility and foresight, thereby
exploring the possibility of distinguishing between “authentic education” and “pseudo-
education” at three levels: individual, social, and educational governance. The study
adopts a critical approach and employs thematic analysis to examine selected texts
published in leading international journals of philosophy of education. The research data
consist of sixteen articles published between 2021 and 2025. The inclusion criteria were
the presence of the term “artificial intelligence” in the title, abstract, or keywords, along
with an explicit engagement with fundamental questions and paradigmatic shifts in
education. The findings indicate that continuous questioning, openness to the
potentialities of Al, and the formulation of fundamental educational questions—while
taking local considerations into account—are key imperatives that philosophers of
education in Iran must place at the center of their intellectual engagement, thereby
avoiding superficial inquiries and neglect of context-specific challenges.
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Extended Abstract

This article, entitled “The Mission of the Philosopher of Education and the Question of
Artificial Intelligence: A Glance at Iran”, seeks to critically reconsider the relationship
between philosophy of education and the transformations driven by artificial intelligence
(AI). The central concern is to clarify the mission of philosophers of education in an era
where Al technologies are rapidly reshaping key concepts such as learning, human
identity, critical thinking, and educational justice. Based on a thematic analysis of sixteen
articles published in leading journals of philosophy of education between 2021 and 2025,
the study identifies three core dimensions of this mission:

The Individual Dimension: Al threatens learners’ critical thinking and cognitive
independence by fostering what the paper terms “outsourced thinking.” The philosopher
of education must defend authentic education against the rise of “quasi-education,” which
reduces learners to passive consumers of algorithmic outputs.

The Social Dimension: Contrary to common claims, Al often deepens rather than reduces
educational inequalities. It divides learners into “consumers” in underprivileged contexts
and “creators” in elite settings, thereby reinforcing structural injustices. Philosophers of
education should highlight these risks and advocate for educational justice and social
cohesion.

The Governance Dimension: In Iran, policy discourses around Al remain superficial,
contradictory, and constrained by political, cultural, and infrastructural limitations. Here,
philosophers of education can play a “lantern-bearing” role, akin to Kant’s vision of the
philosophical faculty, by bringing ethical, cultural, and philosophical insights into
policymaking processes.

The article argues that a critical understanding of what Al is must precede any practical
engagement with it. Without such theoretical and philosophical groundwork, responsible
educational responses to Al remain impossible. At the same time, the philosopher of
education should not merely sound alarms; rather, they must identify and orient the
potential benefits of Al toward fostering authentic human education. With specific regard
to Iran, the study highlights the relative absence of philosophical engagement with Al in
the local discourse. While international scholarship raises fundamental questions
concerning epistemic trust, the aims of education, and the future of the university, Iranian
contributions tend to remain at a practical or instrumental level. This calls for a “renewal”
of philosophy of education in Iran—one that transcends academic insularity and engages
directly with social, political, and ethical challenges.

In conclusion, the article frames the mission of the philosopher of education in the age
of Al around two guiding pillars: Socratic questioning and Kantian responsibility.
Together, these pillars safeguard authentic education from being reduced to algorithmic
training, defend justice against market-driven inequities, and ensure that human moral
and cognitive agency is preserved. This vision, particularly within the Iranian context of
infrastructural constraints and cultural tensions, underscores the urgency of a proactive
and context-sensitive philosophy of education.
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